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The Gospel of the Kingdom (Studies in Matthew) 


1. January 2.—The Child and the Kingdom. Matthew 18 : 1-14 
2. January 9.—Jesus Teaching Forgiveness 
Matthew 18 : 21-35 
3. January 16.—Our All for the Kingdom 
Matthew 109 : 16-30 
4. January 23.—Promotion in the Kingdom 
Matthew 20 : 17-28 
5. January .30.—Jesus Greeted as King...Matthew 21 : 1-46 
6.-February 6—The Marriage Feast (May be used 
with Missionary Applications) ..... Matthew 22: 1-14 
7. February 13.—Lessons on Citizenship (May be used 
with Temperance Applications.) ...Deuteron- 
omy 8 : 6-11;-Matthew 22 : 15-22, 34-40 
8. February 20—The Wise and the Foolish Virgins 
Matthew 25 : 1-13 
9. February 27.—Rewards of Faithfulness, Matthew 25 : 14-30 
ro. March 6.—Jesus Among His Friends ..Matthew 26 : 1-13 
11. March 13.—The Lord’s Supper ......... Matthew 26 : 14-30 
12. March 20.—Jesus on the Cross .......... Matthew 27 : 33-50 
13. March 27.—The Living Christ (Easter Lesson) 
Matthew 28 : 1-20 











N the New Jersey pine barrens at an ancient cross 

road is a weather worn guide-board nailed to a 
tree with the,name standing out in relief on the 
board. Many years of weather have worn away the 
board around the name, but the name itself has been 
| the safeguard for the wood underneath. The names 
that ought to last among advertising concerns stand 
the weather changes of time. Names like this are 
constantly appearing in the advertising columns of 
The Sunday Schoo! Times,.and they are intended 
j to be good guide-boards. 
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The Rent Vail 


By Annie Johnson Flint 


He spake of the temple of his body (John 2 : 21). 

Through the vail, that is to say, his flesh (Heb. 10 : 20). 

And the vail of the temple was rent in twain from the top to 
the bottom (Mark 15 : 38), 


HE vail of the temple was rent in twain 
When the sinless Saviour of men was slain, 
From the top to the bottom the fissure went; 
The hand of the Lord the tissues rent. 
No man the seamless vail could rend, 
And none the severed vail can mend; 
Nor blot out the blood of the crucified 
The holy of holies again to hide. 


Through the broken flesh of the Christ we come, 
No longer fearful, no longer dumb, 

But boldly unto the throne of grace, 

In full assurance to take our place. 

By faith in the risen Son of God 

We follow the path that His feet have trod; 

And those who have striven the long years through 
To join the raveled threads anew 

Are only obstructing the Way again 

For the seeking feet of the sons of men, 

The Way that was made so clear and plain 

When the vail. of the temple was rent in twain. 
The bleeding wounds of the Lamb once slain — 
Men staunch them and patch them and smooth them 


in vain. 





Discipline of Diminishing Resources 

It takes patient obedience to be always content 
in God’s place for us. We feel that if we can only 
change our environment we can do so much better 
for d, and others, and ourselves. And there is 
a real danger of hurrying in self-will and self-pleas- 
ing before God is ready for us to make the move. 
Elijah was tested in that way. God sent him to 
Cherith, saying, “I have commanded the ravens to 
feed thee there.’ As the brook dried until there was 
only one draught left, he still remained, leashed 
to the spot b d’s word “there.” And he was re- 
warded. God could tell him the next move because 
he continued in the place and spirit to hear God’s 
voice. ‘Then God sent him to Zarephath, the next 
station in His wonderful link of providences for 
the prophet. “We may need the discipline of eon- 
stantly diminishing resources,” says Dr. Scofield, 
commenting on this incident. Do we? 


a 
“Until Seventy Times Seven” 


God wants men to forgive just as he forgave. 
Jesus told Peter, as we read in the Sunday- school 
lesson treated in this issue, to forgive “until seventy 
times seven,” literally four hundred and ninety times. 
Was.Jesus thinking of the fact that God’s dealings with 
Israel were incycles of four hundred and ninety years, 
and that for the greater part of each cycle Jehovah 
was forgiving Israel for idolatrous apostasies? It 
was four hundred and ninety years, as God counts 
time (eliminating the years fn israel is out of 
“the Land” for any reason), from Abraham to the 
Exodus; four hundred and ninety years from “the 
Exodus to the dedication of Solomon’s temple; four 
hundred and ninety years from the dedication of the 
temple to the end of the Babylonian captivity; and 
it will be four hundred and ninety years from the 
end of the Babylonian captivity till everlasting right- 
eousness is brought in (Dan. 9: 24-27). Students of 
prophecy have made plain how four hundred and 
eighty-three of this last cycle were fulfilled at the 


crucifixion, the last seven years (the seventieth 
“week” of Daniel) having been thrust forward inte 
indefinite distance by the great historical and dis 
pensational parenthesis of the age of grace. These 
four hundred and ninety —, cycles of Israel’s his- 
tory were studied in an editorial, “When God Winds 
Up His Clock,” in The Sunday School Times of 
sngent 18, 1917. But it is interesting to think that 
when God got. through forgiving Israel in one four 
hundred an ounety., year period, he began over again, 
and kept on forgiving in that way, and that was the 
eaanere of Jesus’ measure of forgiveness. 


so” ; 
When God Moved a Finger 


Is it possible for a member of the Body of Christ 
to know what part of that mystic body he is? Dur-. 
ing_a revival meeting a Christian man was moved to 
pray; “Lord, put thy finger on that man.” And the 

rd said to the petitioner, “Thou art a finger of 
God.” Before the meeting closed that incarnate fin- 
ger of God had touched the object of his prayer in- 
terest, and the lost man was saved. “Now hath God 
set the members every one of them in the body, ag 
it hath pleased him” (1 Cor. 12:18). And if he hag 
why may he not tell one by his Spirit just what func- 
tion as a member of the body He wishes one to per- 
form, as he did that personal worker in the revival? 

ut perhaps in the thought of God one is not the same 
part of the “body” every day. Perhaps He may 
want one to be a finger to-day to be put upon ome 
lost sinner, a foot to-morrow to obey his “go,” 
ear. day after té&morrow to hear some appeal wi , 
suffering or tried soul, and at the same-time’a mouth 
of Spirit-given wisdom t6 speak a word of comfort 
or guidance. We may be sure that if we are walk- 
ing in the Spirit, and so have “the mind of Christ” 
(1 Cor. 2: 16), we shall know what function as g mem- 
ber of the body we are to perform to-day, to-morrow, 
and the day after, and willjrespond with Spirit-given 
energy to the thought for service that our great 
ascended Head entertains for us to do. 


God’s Leading of Us by Our Past 


ROFESSOR RAUSCHENBUSCH once re- 

marked in an address that it had been a long 

time since he had been invited to speak any- 
where on the past. Always engrossed with current 
questions, and tempted perhaps to feel that all depended 
upon our present efforts, he realized how much had 
already been done. And as he went out to speak 
on some anniversary occasion, he said it was a re- 
freshment to turn aside for a little from pending 
problems and look at the long history of what had 
already been actomplished. 

There is such a fault as being too contempor- 
aneous, and judgin everything by the immediate 
surroundings. » have an almost morbid fear of 
not being up to pi, and sometimes the very events 
in which we live are meaningless to us and strangely, 
disappointing because they are set in no perspective 
and are not a part of some greater process. To-day 
we are all enraptyred with speed, but there are signs 
that many hearts are perplexed and distrustful about 
the speed which never gets anywhere. 

It is not an antiquarian motive which in the Bible 
is everywhere bidding men to remember. When Christ 
tells what the great coming Companion, the Holy 
Spirit, is to do, one of the great things is that he 
will cause men to remember things already said and 
done. Hg will give new force to events which seem 
to be all over. Evidently we must have a great deal 
to remember in order to make the best. progress, and 
the more richly we can take to heart what God has 
already done the better we can understand and meet 
our new experiences. It was only when Israel could 
be gotten to remember that Israel could be made 
to move ahead. It was when they forgot their great 
deliverances that their immediate life became poor 
and faithless. 

Instead, then, of laying all the emphasis on the 
next thing, we sometimes need to > beck to some- 
thing which has already taken sien: It may be 








some worrdrous detail in’ our experience which was 
meant to have force always. In our present discour- 
agement we may feel that almost the saddest’ thing 
of all is that we no longer have anything to do with 
the bright, fresh, God-given experiences of an earlier 
day. But what if we are still in vital connection with 
them? What if they are not merely separate crystals, 
but fibrous things which run out into the whole life? 
The crossing of the Red Sea was not an exhausted 
experience, and the God who accomplished that de- 
liverance would accomplish all other necessary ones. 
“Remember the day when thou camest forth out of 
the land of Egypt all the days of thy life.” 

To feel that God has any way changed in his pur- 
ag paralyzes our activity. To feel that in our youth 
e did indeed have a purpose for us, but that after 
all the mistakes and disloyalties and sins and stu- 
pidities he no longer means to do anything by us, 
and that our own commission is canceled, fills the 
heart with dismay. Through blindness and apostasy 
and rebellion of every kind Israel’s commission is 
tte* canceled until at last her history is fulfilled in 
Christ. The history of Israel is God’s age-long deal- 
ing with obdurate and intractable materials. So is 
the history of nearly every life. And when Israel 
came to any new height it was because she came 
back to take up with renewed affection and cleansed 
conscience something that she had known before. 

There are pauses in our Christian life which are 
long and bitter. We chafe against them. We cry 
out for new light and new leaders, and still cannot 
move a step. For sometimes there is no use in 
our going farther if the meaning of all the long 
way God has led us is wasted upon us. We must 
stop till we find the worth and goodness of it. 

Christ’s way is largely a way of remembrance. 
He does things in our lives, and then afterwards 
he brings us to understand them. In those inactive 
days before Pentecost there just welled up and over 
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the hearts of the disciples all that Jesus had dog¢ 


and said to them. eir risen af Femember, and 
them do anything eacept, YAiteful memories hung 
upon their quickened world” The Christian. life is 
the salvativig, panting rush after new experiences. 
DOIn€ of its most progressive hours are those in which 
we stop and do nothing except let the past stream 
over us with all its wonderful providences and de- 
liverances. In discouraged hours we are renewed by 
thinking how often we have been renewed before. 
Before obstacles which reveal no way of escape we 
often find one by yetnctiog, how often we have 
found one before. Joseph Parker said that many 
times he had been so hemmed in that there was 


no hoe of escape, “that is, no lateral way,” but that . 


at such times he had always found a vertical one. 
He generally got out of his trouble by going in an 
upward direction. , 

“Lo, I have told you,” is Christ’s anticipation of 
many a present quandary. We may not like to be- 
lieve that what is so new to us is not so new as 
it seems. The word “modern” gets very tyrannical 
at times, and also very blinding. But it comforts 
us to know that no experience of ours takes the Saw- 
iour unawares. That is why the constant study of 
the Bible gives a solidity and strength and peace to 
our lives. Each new thing is not so staggering and 
upsetting. It is not as if nothing had ever been done 
before. 

One of the reasons > f sO many persons cannot 
be attached to any useful and steady tasks is that 
the idea is prevalent that our life to-day is abso- 
lutely unlike any life that has been upon the earth 
before. Knowing that many things have to be made 
over, people assume that oversees has to be. Some 
usages have ceased to be valuable, and they fly to 
the conclusion that there are no great truths or 
certainties any more. There are few philosophers 
who are great enough or humble enough or modest 
enough to realize that our treasure is a mixture of 
things new and old. We need some one to tell us 
that there are some things for which we must al- 
ways go to the past; some things which were done 
back there as well as they ever could be done. We 
need some one to lift this superstitious fear of things. 
old from our minds, The past may become a clog and 
a hindrance, but it may also become a deep source of 
rest and steadiness and faith. 























“Was it a Vision?” 


I read the article, “A Pastor’s Vision for Church and 
Sunday-school,” and you will pardon me if I ask whether 
this is a “vision”? If not, is the pastor in either 
Philadelphia or New York, or near? I ask because I 
have a daughter in Philadelphia who I think would 
enjoy such a church, and we are moving to New York 
and would like to be able to attend.—A Chicago Reader. 


One of the other missionaries read the article, “A 
Pastor’s Vision for Church and Sunday-school,” and 
asked “Is that just an ideal of the writer's, or is it 
real?” She thought it too good to be true, and I won- 
dered if others might think the same thing.—A  Mis- 
sionary in Ecuador, 


Too good to be true? How easily that way of 
putting things is ee expression by most of us! 

ow would it do for us to say when we see or hear 
about a miracle of ’s grace, “Well, that must 
be true because it is so good”? For the story of, 
that pastor’s work is an understatement rather thar 
an overstatement of the facts and purposes touched 
upon in the article. The Ch 
Sunday School Times family who is moving to New 
York will not be able to attend that church without 
a rather long train ride, but the daughter in Phila- 
delphia can do so without much difficulty. The name 
of the church and its pastor was withheld according 
to the earnest desire of the pastor and the Christian 
worker who wrote the article, becausé the purpose 
of the story was not to exalt a church ora man’ 
name, but only to set forth the facts in the lj: 
a ae ee for’ the encouragement of 
And because the article pave the pastdr’s - 1 
from the point of view of an observer, the pastor 
has now- been asked tc give in a few words his owt 
vision for his church, and to suggest for the readers 
of The Sunday School Times what he thinks thé 
church should t. and do at this hour of great need 
in the world. He thus replies: 


Wherever a group of people who believe on. and 
accept Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord are gath- 
ered together for worship, fellowship, and. ser- 
vice, there is a visible Christian church... What 
should be .the character of such a church, and 
what should it do? The ideal. character of a 
Christian church is that each member should come 
“unto a perfect man, unto the measure of. the 
stature of the fulness of Christ”. (Eph. 4:.23). 
This means that Christ must be the life within and 
that the life without will be the “working out. of 


icago member of The 













_Are You Having Victory To-day ? 
“Lo, I am with you always ” (Matt. 
28 : 20). 
That promise is when we “go into 
all the world.” 








that salvation.” The work of the church is that 
of “preaching the gospel to every creature.” From 


the standpoint. o ee nak lg the church 
is not a hothouse, developing beautiful blooms to 
be admired of men, but a training camp prepar- 
ing men for campaign purposes (1 Peter 2:9). 
Prayer and the Word of God, under the power 
of the Holy Spirit, are the “weapons of our war- 
fare.” A church which relieves the emphasis upon 
these forces one iota is handicapped in the fulfil- 
ment of its mission. In re to realize its ob- 
jective -the church should utilize every rightful 
means to make its message clear and “compel them 
to. come in.” The church must not only “preach 
the gospel,” but preach it in such a manner that 
the unbelieving and unsaved will understand and 
accept. The greatest power in the church to-day 
is a truly saved man or woman bearing testimony 
in life and words to the satisfying and keeping 
power of Christ within, 


. — e * 
Was Ophir in India or South Africa? 

The Sunday School Times is so careful and almost 
unvaryingly accurate in its statements that one hesi- 
tates to question any of them, but some things in the 
article entitled, “Where was Ophir?” on page 473, of 
the issue of August 28, incline one to do so. That 
article gave Professor Max Miiller’s view that Ophir 
was in India, and gives no hint of any other possible 
location. The argument is wholly from philology, and 
includes mention of ivory, apes, and peacocks. The 
Scripture does not state that these latter came from 
Ophir, and the implication in 2 Chronicles 9 : 21 seems 
to be that they were from Tarshish. The statement 
with reference to them, in. both Kings and Chronicles, 
is separated from that about Ophir by several verses. 
The ‘philological identification of algum trees with 
sandalwood is not. sufficiently convincing tq base upon 
it a, very strong argument. May one venture to offer 
a different solution? 

There is another land, of which no mention is made, 
which has strong claims based. on matters of fact, 
rather than philology. In Mashonaland, Rhodesia, South 
Africa, is a region where some five hundred worked- 
out gold mines give evidence that enormous quan- 
tities of gold have been removed. Professor Richard 
N. Hall, in his book, “The Great Zimbabwe,” takes the 
ground that the gold was taken therefrom in quanti- 
ties sufficient to have disturbed the markets of the 
world, and would have left unmistakable traces upon 
history had it occurred in any modern time. Solomon 
received yearly 666 talents of gold, —in vaiue over nine- 
teen million dollars, according to the value of a gold 
talent as given by the Scofield Reference Bible. 

The Great Zimbabwe is the ruin of the citadel, or 
fortified town, situated not far from the present town 
of Victoria. No evidence exists elsewhere that any 
native of South Africa understood drainage, sanita- 
tion, and building as there manifested, The ruins are 
the work of a superior race. A glance at the map 


- shows a deep indentation of the coast line east of 


Mashonaland which made it easily accessible to men 
coming in vessels which hugged that eastern shore. 
Eloth and Ezion-Geber, from whence the vessels started, 
are believed to have been on the upper horns of the 
Red Sea. 

Professor Hall, who spent much time in Mashonaland 
in exploration and study, gives many reasons, far more 
conclusive to most minds than a philological “guess,” 
for considering Mashonaland to be Qphir. His book 
is fascinating reading. : 

When teaching about the Jewish temple, I once men- 
* tioned’ the carved inner surfaces, overlaid with gold, 
— obviously plates of gold, not mere gilding. The ques- 
tion was: bluntly asked, “How did they make the gold 
stick on those carved stirfaces?”” That was a poser, 
but I sought a solution in my. Bible. In 2 Chronicles 
3:39, it says, “The weight of the nails was fifty shekels 
of gold.” Now, in the Zimbabwe ruins the common 
“articlés of use, tables, chairs, and the like, were over- 
laid with plates of gold, fastened on with gold tacks, 
and so large was the quantity, that the bottom of a 
good-sized basin was filled with the loose tacks picked 
up, which had fallen from ruined articles. Is not that 
analogy stronger than that from one of a very obscure 
philological origin? When Max Miiller wrote, were 
the facts about Zimbabwe known?—Caroline E. Waite, 
Binghaniton, N. Y 


The article referred to by Mrs. Waite, “Where 
was Ophir?” was not at all intended to be a dog- 
matic editorial argument for India as the Ophir of 
Scripture, but was published merely as affording an 
interesting sidelight on the. International Sunday 
School -Lesson in the issue mentioned, “The Glory 
of. Solomon's Reign,” and as affording a plausible 


theory. ; 

The: probable locality of Ophir has been much in 
dispute in times past, Sir Walter Raleigh, the great 
navigator, believed it was to be found in the Molucca 
Islands. Peru, where the Incas stored their fabulous 
supplies ef .gold to be exploited later by exploring 
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Spaniatds is believed by some to b®-Ophir. Arabia, 


too, has had its advocates, and also Africa, for which 


Mrs. Waite so strongly and ably a F 

One of the strongest arguments for India is the 
opinions of very early writers, who li very much 
nearer to the time of Solomon than those who have 
rejected India’s claims, The historian Josephus is 
quoted as. saying that Solomon commanded his stew- 
ards, who were over the fleet, to sail “to the land 
that was of old called Ophir, but now the Aurea 
Chersonesus, which belongs to India, to fetch him 
ge (Antiquities of the Jews, Book 8, Chapter 6). 
n “The New Biblical Guide,” volume 6, pa 
the learned John Urquhart, a member of the Society 
of Biblical Archeology and Associate of the Victoria 
Institute, believes that “the science of comparative 
palcway has now practically settled this long de- 
ated question of the locality of Ophir” in favor of 
India. He refers to “the Arabic translator of. the 
Old Testament” as rendering Ophir by “India,” and 
he adds that the translators of the Greek Version 


of the Old Testament, who did their work in Egypt - 


from 300 to 200 B. C., render the word Ophir by 
“Sophir,” and says the word “Sofir” in the Coptic, 
the representative language of ancient Egypt, is the 
name for India. Mr. Urquhart concludes his argu- 
ment with Max Miiller’s study from comparative 
philology, upon which ,Mrs, Waite is commenting. 

It must be said, however, that Mrs. Waite makes 
out a very strong case for South Africa. Whether 
the facts upon which Professor Hall bases his belief 
that Ophir was in South Africa were known to Pro- 
fessor Miiller, or not, the Times has no means of 
knowing. In a letter to the Editor accompanying 
her communication, Mrs. Waite states that when 
Professor Hall's book: appeared she was livin 
in South. Africa, associated with the schools o 
Dr. Andrew Murray, and one of the Missions, in. 
which some of her own studenfs were engaged, was 
within three miles of Zimbabwe. Variant spellings are 
“Zimbabge,” or “Zimbabye.” “In my possession,” 
Mrs. Waite concludes, “are three postcards. taken 
from photographs of the ruins, which show a knowl- 
edge of construction entirely out of the power of any 
native race ever known in South Africa.” 


ax 
Who Has Power to Remit Sins? 


Will you kindly explain the meaning of John 20 : 23:- 
“Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unte 
them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are re- 
tained.” A Catholic’ friend ‘of mine claiths that the 
priests get from this verse their authority to forgive 
‘sins. How shall I answer that claim?—A New Jer- 
sey Reader. 


This does not mean that men have power to for- 
give sins. Those scribes were right when, as Jesus 
said to the man he was healing of the palsy, “Son, 
thy sins be forgiven thee,” they reasoned among 
themselves, “Who can forgive sins but God only?” 
(Mark 2:8.) They were wrong in failing to reason 
among themselves that Jesus had proved by this and 
his other mighty works that he was God: The solu- 
tion to the question asked by this New Jersey reader 
lies in the context of the passage she quotes. Our 
Lord had risen from the dead, and was appearing 
to his disciples, including the ten apostles (Thomas 
was absent on this occasion). After giving them an 
apostolic commission (John 20:21) He gave them 
that which would empower them for their work, 
for he never commands without enduing with power 
to fulfil the command. So “he breathed on them 
and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Spirit, 
following this enduement with the statement that 
is. the subject @f this inquiry. 

Our Lord is clearly teaching here that the dis- 
ciples who had received the Holy Spirit would, under 
the spiritual discernment of the Spirit (John 16: 13), 
know when any inquirer or penitent.had thoroughly 
repented, and when they pronounced such a one 
forgiven, he would be forgiven indeed. 

In Old Testament times the priests pro- 
nounced who among the children of Israel had been 
cleansed of leprosy, though it was God who cleansed 
the leper. And now the disciples who were Spirit- 
filled and Spirit-guided were to pronounce who 
were forgiven of sin, of which leprosy is a type. 
Their authority to remit sins was “not absolute 
but declarative.” 

This power was committed to the whole communit 
of Spirit-filled believers. Any Christian who ful-: 
filled the conditions might have that spiritual discern- 
ment, and claim the authority, but no man or set of 
men had any monopoly of that authority. _ 

Peter exercised the authority when he told Simon 
the sorcerer, who had tried to buy the power of 
the Spirit, that he was still “in the gall of bitterness 
and the bond of iniquity” (Acts 8: 20-23). And 
ae Paul in“rebuking Elymas the sorcerer (Acts 
13:10). 

“There are times when any Spirit-filled man knows 
that. a pretence of repentance which another man 
makes is not genuine,” declares Dr. R. A. Torrey, 
commenting on John 20:23, “and because of this 
he declares to that man that his sins are not for- 
given. On other occasions he will see that repentance 
and faith are genuine, and declare to the man that 
his sins are forgiven.” 







































Pil- 
But he had not lost his faith. He kept on in his Bible 


study and Christian life, became a missionary, then a pas- 
tor, then professor of theology in a missionary university 
in Japan, and was regarded as one of the most prominent 
Christian workers in the Empire. 


He began to read the books of the German New The- 
ology and Higher Criticism. The rocks of 


of the most famous German destructive works. 


Some of his liberal friends told him to keep on preach- 
ing as a Christian minister, giving from the 

usual orthodox views, while holding personally any 
views he pleased. But apparently he had lost his 
his Bible, and his Christ; he abandoned the ministry and 
became a teacher of thrift and economy. He was remark- 
ably successful and widely popular as a lecturer in these 
fields. 


For twenty years this went on. Then God took his 
beloved Christian wife, leaving nine motherless children. 
‘The home was desolated. And in the “dark, dismal hell 
on earth” that was left of that home God spoke through 
those children to the father and brought him back to 
Christ and to “the faith once for all delivered unto the 
saints.” 


To-day Paul Kanamori knows whether the Bible is 
true or not. He knows that God wrote its every word, 
in infallible inerrancy and authority. He knows the death- 
dealing poison of the Higher Criticism and the New The- 


ute, I'll go.” 





How the 
Higher Criticism 
wrecked a Japanese Christian — 
and 
how he came back 











Christ’s sovereign power to keep that which has been com- 
mitted unto Him, and to allow no one who has ever come 
to Him to be plucked out of His hand. 


As a reader of The Sunday School Times you are to 
have the benefit of all this: but what about that friend of 
yours who is a “not-yet” subscriber? Isn’t this your op- 
portunity to acquaint him with The Sunday School Times 
A “Get Acquainted” subscription, —1¢@ weeks for 25 cents, 
—will include the earlier articles in this series. Will you 


a dozen friends, at the same rate? Any number of these 
“Get Acquainted” subscriptions may be ordered from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 1631 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia. 


When Korean Bible Women Worried | 


By Helen Taylor Billings 











Would you have supposed that the “‘High Cost Living’’ is the distressing problem to 
Koreans that it is to us Americans ? And that alse y Aa Christian women have fallen 
into the sin of worrying about it— something that of course American Christians never do! Here is 
a true story of how some missionaries dealt with this spiritual problem last June. The Editor of The 


Sunday School Times was 


ht into touch with this unusual 


while in Seoul, and he 


experience 
asked Mrs. B. W. Billings, of Seoul, to tell the story for the Times. An unexpected detail in the 
episode is added by the Editor, at the end af Mrs. Billings” narrative. 


66 LBERTA, are you going to No Won with 
us on Tuesday,” I asked after church. _ 
“Well, if nothing turns up at the last min- 

“Don’t let anything turn up. We're going to have 
a fine time, and = can’t afford to mise it.” 

“Is it going to be a revival?” baat 

Alberta had been a teacher in the Bible School, 
but jealousy and strife had robbed her of her peace 
and power. We had had a revival in the school, and 
she had been deeply convicted, but had not confessed 
her own sins, only those of others, so she was afraid 
of revivals. _ 

The conviction had grown upon us that we must 
have a “retreat” for a little group of Christian Bible 
women,—those Christian workers who are so im- 
portant a part of the church in Korea, acting as pas+ 
tors’ assistants, and able to reach the women of the 
commune. as no man in the Orient can, There were 
three difficulties in the way of holding the retreat. 

First, there was no place to hold it. 

Second, there was no money to pay for it. 

Third, there was no desire on the part of the Bible 
women to attend. 

We began to pray, assured that.if it was God’s 
will, as we believed it was, he would open the way. 

God dealt with difficulty Number 1 by securing 
for us an invitation to No Won, a beautiful place 
in the mountains about twenty miles from Seoul, and 
only a short distance from_the railroad station. 
The village elder there, Mr. Song, had built a two- 
story building for his own office; this he offered to 
put at our disposal during the week. A missionary 
friend of mine, Miss Marker, lived upstairs in this 
building with me, and the Korean women down- 
stairs, during the conference. 

But the best part of No Won was the people who 
live there. It meant a great deal to have as the 
head of the village such an earnest Christian as 
Mr. Song. He was like an Old Testament patri- 
arch in the way he took the whole village into his 
heart and home. He had built the church, and be- 
cause there was no school he secured a talking 
machine and every night had the children of the 
village come together and learn to sing by listening 
to the records. He also taught them to read. Such 
bright children I have never seen, and I shall not 
soon forget the prayers that I heard from one small 
boy, showing real fellowship with the Father. 

Of the thirty-one homes in this village only one 
was not a Christian home, and even the members 
of the family there have promised to believe. The 
Korean pastor whom we took with us to our retreat, 
Mr. Chang, preached to the villagers every night 
except Saturday, and the church was packed at 
half-past nine in the evening, the beginning time, 
for the Korean farmers work as long as it is light. 
Yet in spite of their long, hard day’s work, I did 
not see them nod or look at all inattentive. 

The second day we were there happened to be 
the birthday of Mrs. Song, and she had invited ali 
the people of the village for a “kuksu” feast,—a 
delicious Korean dish, The men of course came 
first, and were seated in the open court with their 
little tables before them-piled high with good things. 
How those chopsticks did fly. I enjoyed watching 
the children when their turn came. Mr. Song stood 
among them as they silently thanked the_heavenl 
Father, and when some of the children would pee 
out to see if it was not time to begin operations, 
and saw him still standing with bowed head, down 
went all heads again. ° 


How was the money for our retreat provided? A 
week’s “Victorious Life Conference” like this was 
a new departure for us. We had ‘had Bible classes, 
but we felt that we greatly needed to get apart to 
be alone with God. ith rice and everything else 
so high in price, where could the money be found? 
Word had just come from our mission board in 
America that even our present expenditures must be 
largely cut down, so plainly there was nothing to be 
expected from that source. But some tourists from 
New York State had left ten dollars with us to be 
used as we thought best: this was the conference 
nest egg. Then some of the missionaries added their 
mites. My ‘own dear mother had recently shared 
with me the insurance that my precious father had 
left to keep her for the rest of her days. So you 
see the Lord has sent enough for our need this time, 





and we are praying that he may send more for such 
a conference next year, — not only for our own wo- 
men, the Seoul Methodists, but for all the workers 
in‘our province, that it may be a real union conference. 
Though we succeeded in getting fourteen Bible 
women to go with us to the conference, when on the 
first night I told them we had planned to have a 
prayer-meeting every morning, one after another be- 
n to be sick. One really was ill with malaria, 
)thers doubtless feigned illness — it is oe, how 
sick a bad conscience can make one. At any rate 
the Adversary had us running quite a hospital for 
a day or so— malaria, headaches, and stomach trou- 
bles. Perfect misery was written on the faces of 
some of the women as they tried to away from 
God. But oh, the wonderful way in which the blessed 
Holy Spirit worked in their hearts as we united in 
prayer for each in turn 


Pastor Chang, who led the prayer-meetings, was * 
a great inspiration and blessing to us all. God used 
him ny oy and I am praying that God may use 
him as the leader we so sorely need for a great re- 
vival. He had told us that the Bible women were 
very much embittered because of the small salar 
that was paid to them. The cost of living, accord. 
ing to government statistics in Korea, has increased 
three hundred percent, but the women’s ealaries re- 
mained practically the same, except where a special 
gift has enabled us to piece things out a little. Our 
own food bill as missionaries, careful as we could 
be, had taken nearly all our salary until a welcome 
increase came, so that if a good sister whose clothes 
fitted me had not helped out with a good supply at 
furlough time I do not know what we should have 
done. This situation has made it impossible for us 
missionaries to do much personally to increase the 
Korean Bible women’s salaries, though naturally 
they think of us as wealthy, and they believed that 
if we had wished to do so we could have paid them 
a great deal more. This had robbed them of all peace 
and power and joy in. their Christian lives. The 
world-wide problem of “H. C, L.” was being used 
by the Adversary to cause these strategic Christian 
workers in the body of Christ in Korea to commit 
the sin of worry, anxiety, leading to bitterness, — 
that root sin of unbelief from which all other sins 
can follow. 

It was in this atmosphere that Pastor Chang gave 
his Spirit-guided messages day by day. May I briefly 
outline some of these messages? 

The Scripture for the first day was Matthew 8: 19- 
22: “And a certain scribe came, and said unto him, 
Master, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest. 
And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and 
the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man 
hath not where to lay his head. And another of his 
disciples said unto him, Lord, suffer me first to go 
and bury my father. But Jesus said unto him, Fol- 
low me; and let the dead bury their dead.” 

“Are we worrying about small salaries, poor quar- 
ters, while Christ said ‘The foxes have holes, and 
the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man 
hath not where to lay his head’?” This verse he read 
several times, with tears in his eyes, making no 
comment. Then he said in a choked voice, “tt is 
very hard for me to speak this morning; let us have 
a season of prayer.” 

God’s Word had taken hold of the hearts of the 
women, and earnest prayers were offered by them. 
Now Pastor Chang went on in a message in which 
he showed that when any one begins looking at the 
wat , and seeking his own comfort rather than the will 
of Cod, he soon finds that he is out of Christ. He 
told of a Bible woman, a widow, who in her younger 
wre had had a good home and many’ comforts. 

en the prices began to soar and her own salar 
remained stationary she began to worry and thin 
of the onions and leeks in Egypt, until finally she de- 
cided to give up her church work and take to raising 
silkworms. In this occupation she had to go out 
in all kinds of weather to gather the mulberry leaves, 
her clothes became damp with the dew and exposure, 
she caught cold, the worms rotted, and she lost all 
her money. But worse than that, her mind was not 
at peace for a moment, because she knew she was 
not doing God’s will. 

So this Bible woman, he said, came back to the 
missionary, confessed her sins, and God made of her 
a very zealous worker. Wherever she went, now, a 
revival followed, and all the churches were asking 
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that she be sent to them. “Don’t think about your 
own comfort,” said Pastor : “That is the first 
step in going back to the world. Follow Christ, 
‘And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and 
the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man 
hath not where to a Aa head,’” 

In contrast with this experience Mr. Chang told 
of another Bible woman, equally gifted, who had 
given up her Christian work and gone into business 
—real estate. In this she had lost the money that 
other people gave her to invest, until finally she had 
to leave the town where she was living. She came 
to Seoul, and there lustily shouted the political cry 
“Mansei” _ thousand years for Korean indepen- 
dence”). But the police did not arrest her for this, 
so she went back to her own home town, and there 
married a man who already had another wife, This 
created a great scandal, and nearly broke up the 
church where she was a worker. Now this man has 
cast her aside, and she is certainly having as hard a 
time to live as when she was a Bible woman. “It 
is a very dangerous thing,” said Pastor Chang, “to 
let the devil plant the first seed of discontent in our 
hearts. Follow Christ: ‘And Jesus saith unto him, 
The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have 
nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay 
his head.’” 

After this openings message our Bible women did 
some pretty serious thinking. For some of them knew 
the women whose experiences Pastor: Chang had de- 
scribed, and they were amazed, and could hardly be- 
lieve it possible that such things could happen to 
Bible women like themselves. 


God’s Word Begins to Cut and Heal 

On the second day of the conference the pastor 
read 2 Timothy 2: 19-26, that word of God that tells 
about some vessels being unto honor, and some unto 
dishonor, and urging that a man purge himself and be 
a vessel unto honor, “sanctified, meet for the Mas- 
ter’s use, prepared unto every good work.”” The pas- 
tor began his comment that day by saying “I came 
for a blessing myself, and not to see others’ sins.” 
Then he went on to say that there are two kinds of 
churches and Christians and have been ever since 
Old Testament times— one the true, and the other 
the false. He quoted from 1 Kings 13, where the 
man of God had. been told not to go in and eat; but 
when the false prophet followed him and told him 
that God had sent him to bring him back to eat and 
drink in his house, although the other prophet had 
refused once and obeyed God, this time he. was tired 
and hungry and believed the lie and disobeyed God 
because Ris physical comfort was at stake... It cost 
him his life. ‘ 

Then Pastor Chang told about Jeremiah, the true 
prophet, who had told the people that God was 
against them because of their sins. Even though this 
was a very hard thing, Jeremiah obeyed God and 
told God’s people that their only chance of safety 
lay in going. out and surrendering to the Chaldeans 
who were besieging them. The false prophets of 
course denied this, and told the people that God 
was with them, which was a popular doctrine, and 
that God would deliver them from their enemies. 
“Be sure that you are not a false but a true teacher,” 
urged the pastor. . 

n the third day the same Scripture passage from 
2 Timothy was read again, with special emphasis on 
the word concerning vessels unto honor and unto dis- 
honor. “Some folks,” said the pastor, “think it is 
humble to say that if they cannot be a gold or a 
silver vessel the can at least be a_wooden or earth- 
enware vessel, This is not right. They will find that 
if their vessel is not of gold or of silver it will wear 
out. The pastor then read three times God’s plea 
to “come ye out from among them, and be ye sep- 
arate.” “And touch no unclean thing ; and I will 
receive you, and I will be to you a father, and ye 
shall be to me_sons and daughters, saith the Lord 
Almighty” (2 Cor, 6:17, 18). “Is it God’s respon- 
sibility alone?, No, it depends upon our decision. 
We must come out and be separate.” ; 

Then Pastor Chang said a striking thing, a thing 
that very much needs to be said to the church in 
Korea. “I am not working for national independence. 
I have been misunderstood and have received niuch 
persecution because of this. But I am following 
Christ, not men, not even my brother Koreans. It 
would be far easier to follow them, but is it worth 
while? What will you choose—the applause .of 
this generation, or God’s approval, and to have your 
work endure? I want to be with the multitude in 
Revelation 7:9, and have a right to the tree of life” 
(Rev. 22: 14). d : 

After this message an opportunity was given to 
the women to testify and pray. Several stood up 
and told how they had been tempted to resign from 
their Christian work because it was so hard to live 
en their salary. One had decided to open a little 
store, ahother to do some sewing, another to raise 
silkworms. But now they ‘said they realized that 
they had been out of touch with God, and hence- 
forth with his help they would be his true prophets. 

On the fourth day Pastor Chang felt that, although 
a definite work had been done the day before, and he 
was thankful for the confessions made, yet in some 
cases it had been only half-way work and the worst 
things had not yet been confessed. So he spoke 
en the “Danger of Going Half Way” and chose the 
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Scripture in Acts 5: 1-11, telling of the sin of An- 
anias and Sapphira in claiming to give all to the 
Lord when they “kept back part of price.” He 
told the Bible women that it was very dangerous to 
cover up anything and tell God only half the truth. 
Ananias and Sapphira did not have to give God any 


of the price of their land; he pointed out, but when. 


they offered to do so and then told only half the 
truth, it brought an awful penalty. 


Alberta’s Surrender and Victory 


My Korean friend Alberta now stood up and told 
how she had harbored jéalousy and bitterness against 
both missionary and Korean sisters, and that she had 
felt that she could not continue to be a Bible woman 
because of the small salary. (Alberta’s husband had 
gone to America fifteen years before, leaving her 
with two children and an aged mother to support. 
She had not heard from him for years; the boy had 
poeaee to be an imbecile, and the girl, who was like 

er mother, was going to schooi so that she could 
not yet oe | in any income, Naturally this dear 
woman had her hands full.) But she confessed to 
lack of trust in God, and said that she would now 
be willing to go oe Ade and do anything God di- 
rected, on any salary he would provide, for she 
was sure it would bring her peace and joy such as 
she had not had since she left the Bible School and 
the Lord’s work and went to working for herself. 

Oh, how our hearts praised God for Alberta’s con- 
fession and testimony! This one victory was worth 
the entire conference and all it had cost. For she 
is a rare woman, refined, talenied, well educated, 
one of our first graduates from the Bible School, 
for many years had been a teacher thére, and the 
ph ap hand of one of the missionaries. Indeed, one 
of our visitors from the United States had said that 
when she looked into Alberta’s eyes, although she 
could not speak a word of her language, she had 
received a great inspiration. To see such a Bible 
woman losing her victory was breaking our hearts, 
Now, since the conference, Miss Marker is taking 
Alberta into her work by faith as her own personal 
helper, and trusting that the Lord will provide. It 
was sO sweet to see Alberta out among the farmers’ 
wives that very afternoon, telling them of the peace 
that passeth understanding. 


Another of our Bible women was Maria, who has 
five children and a good-for-nothing husband whom 
she has to support. She has had a good education 
in the Chinese Classics. She had been in the same 
class spiritually with Alberta, but because of finan- 
cial troubles she had not been able to graduate from 
the School, for she had been obliged to enter upon 
teaching work herself in order to send her children 
to school and keep the wolf from the door. But 
she had never given up her desire to graduate from 
the Bible School, so when her son was fourteen years 
old she told him that if he would stay home and 
care for the baby while she was going. on to get her 
diploma, then she in turn would see that he got his 
education later. 

By this plan Maria arose in the dark every morn- 
ing, got breakfast and dinner ready for the children 
by candle light, walked several miles to school, stayed 
all day, walked back, cleaned, sewed, and did her 
studying, and was one of the best students in the 
class. On Monday, the rest day, instead of being 
able to catch up in other ways, she had to sew for 
one of the teachers in order to help bring in more 
money. She was a gifted teacher and speaker, and 
had been sent around to different churches to teach 
Bible classes. But the difficulty of her home life 
had embittered her, and she had said things she knew 
were not in the right spirit. So when, one day, Pas- 
tor Chang talked about Isaiah’s vision of the Lord 
and his own unclean lips, she poured out her heart in 
pitiful confession. 

“Oh,” she said, “I have just su~h unclean. lips. 
Oh, if only the Lord will forgive me! Why, I have 
said, ‘Why doesn’t my good-for-nothing husband die, 
or why don’t the police arrest him instead of arrestin 
so many useful men for shouting Mansei?’? Oh, 
have such unclean lips!” 

Maria had brought her baby with her to the. con- 
ference, and her small daughter to care for the baby, 
so that she could attend the meetings. The baby was 
fat and plump, and when I commented on this, Maria 
gy “The Lord has taken care of the little one. 
I had milk only for a short time, and we could not 
afford canned milk, so baby has had to eat rice and 
adult food almost from the start.” And she might 
have added, very poor food at that. Maria’s prayers 
and testimonies were wonderful after that, and we 
feel sure that God is going to use her mightily. 





When the Spirit’s Fire Swept Korea 


What had the apostles been doing when the cloven 
tongues of fire fell at Pentecost ? at was the secret 
of that Twentieth-Century Pentecost in Korea? The 
story of the amazing revival of Korea has been told many 
times ; and it always grips with a fresh power and amaze- 
ment. Dr. Jonathan ‘orth gives the thrilling facts in a 
mphlet that every Christian should read. It may be 
from The Sunday School Times Company at 50 
cents a dozen; $4 a hundred ; or 5 cents each. 
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And so it went on with one after another, throught 
all the fourteen Bible women who came to the con- 
ference ; every one was blessedly reached by the Holy 
Spirit. When the conference was over I heard some 
of them saying to each other, “Have you had a good 
house-cleaning ?” 


“Yes, I am cleaned and polished,” was one reply, . 


“But how can I ee that way? I have had this ex~ 
perience before, and then have gone away and have 
fallen into the same trap; Is there no other way?” 
I told the women that there was ‘another way, and that 
I hoped that Mr. Trumbull, a Christian worker from 
America, could come to this conference of theirs and 
tell them about this way. It was not possible for him 
to come, however,—but now I am going to let him 
tell just what happened. 


A Postscript by Mr. Trumbull 


HEN Mrs. Trumbull and I reached Seoul on 

'Y Friday, June 26, for a brief series of meetings 

with the missionaries, we were taken into the home 
of the Billings amg, where Mr. Billings hospitably 
entertained us, Mrs. Billings being out P 4 town at the 
conference with the Korean Bible. women that she 
describes in the foregning article. On Saturday, 
the following day, Mrs. Billi 
if I would not go to the retreat at No Won on Mon- 
day, for a closing meeting with the women. But the 
obligations already made in the way of further meet- 
ings in Seoul, with the necessity for leaving Seoul 
Monday night to push on to Peitaiho in ina to 
keep our appointments there, made it unwise to at- 
tempt this, and to Mrs. Billings’ disappointment I had 
to decline, 
_ After blessed meetings both Sunday and Monday 
in Seoul, Mrs. Trumbull and I were packing our trunks 
on Monday evening a few minutes before the supper 
hour, preparatory to taking the eleven o’clock sleeper 
that night-across the border of Korea into Manchuria 
and Mukden, 

There was a knock on our door, and Mrs. Billings 
stood there all eagerness.. “Oh, Mr. Trumbull,”.she 
said, “the fourteen Bible women are all here! We 
have brought them to the church; will you come right 
over and give them a message?” ‘ 

Would I! Packing must wait; supper must wait; 
and with a heart lifted to. God in thanksgiving for 
this unexpected and precious privilege, I started for 
the church, not more than five minutes away, praying 
earnestly as I walked that God would give me just 
the message he wished those dear women of God 
to have. 

In the transept of the church, seated in the. pews 
at one side, were the fourteen Bible women, set. apart 
by the Holy Spirit for special service and testimony 
to the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. It was the 
sunset hour, and I shall never forget that little meet- 
ing as I stood and faced them. Mr. Billings aS inter- 
preter stood alongside while, praying moment by 
moment as I talked, I-sought to tell them of the suf- 
ficiency of the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
keep all the naiee of his body free from the law of 
sin, Sentence by sentence Mr. Billings interpreted, 
pouring out the message in eloquent Korean. How 
the women did listen! How they did look up into 
our faces in eager surrender and belief! 

One or two simple illustrations were given to them, 
showing the difference between real and counterfeit 
victory: the difference between a victory which de- 
pends in any way upon our own efforts or works, and 
that true victory which is given as an unspeakable 
gift from God’ “to him that worketh not, but be- 
ieveth on him that justifieth the ungodly” (Rom. 
4:5). They were shown that this victory is not one 
that merely makes our outward actions right, but 
victory in the innermost heart life, so that our desires 
are right in the sight of God. That to want to do 
wrong, and then to prevent our actions from ex- 
pressing the wrong that we wish within we might 
do, is not real victory but counterfeit. That the 
miracle of real victory is that God takes the “want 
to” out of our very hearts, and we find it replaced 
with the eager desire to do God’s will. “For sin 
shall not, have dominion over you: for ye are not 
under law, but under grace.” 

As all heads wtre bowed in prayer, God made 
the closing moments of that sunset service in the 
Korean church a time of renewed surrender and full 
faith in the sufficiency of Jesus. The personal ac- 
ceptance of victory by faith was indicated as hand 
after hand was raised, and one woman after another 
poured out her heart to God in prayer. I could not 
understand these prayers in. Korean,—and yet I 
could! My heart praised God as he showed us his 
eagerness to do, in every child of his, exceeding abun- 
dantly above all that we ask or think. 

When the little meeting was over, I was given the 
privilege of personally meeting and taking by the 
hand every one of the fourteen, as they passed out of 
the.church to their own homes and to the new or 
renewed life in its fulness in Christ Jesus. This best 
meeting of all that we had in Seoul was the one that 
no man had planned, but only God. 

Do you think God may wish you to put those four- 
teen Korean Bible women, and Pastor Chang, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Billings, and Miss Marker, and fur- 


ther victorious life conferences of that sort in Korea, 


on your prayer list? 


ngs returned, and asked 
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|. Holding the Bridge of Nations 500 Years 





; Archeology reveals an amazing Providence 











silized rocks; in like manner, archeology re- 

veals God’s providence, as well as human 
ings, stratified in the ruins of human history. | 
this study of God in Bible history, we are to examine 
some of the most remarkable of the strata of divine 
providence, ; v . - 

The Bosphorus is one of the highways of nations, 
separating, as it does, Europe from Asia in one di- 
rection, horizontally, and, in a perpendicular way, 
joining the great grain-fields of Russia with the bun- 
gry mouths of western Europe. This highway of 
ew and of commerce never ceases to be the cov- 
eted prize of ambitious, grasping nations. Until wars 
cease, and the lion and the lamb lie down together, 
nations will fight over the Bosphorus, It has ever 
been one of. the vital questions in every thought of 
settlement in this Great World War, now. officially 
ended. The disposition of the Straits is still one of 
the unsolved problems of those —— about 
peace. Could any one.believe to-day that for five 

undred years. to come all wrangling for controt 
ef this coveted highway of nations would cease? and 
that some small power should be left thus for half a 
millennium in undisputed possession and control? 
“Only might it be,” it will be said, “if the millennium 
comes.” Such a state of ce would, indeed, seem 
to be a part of that blessed age. 

Yet a stranger thing has had place in God’s prov- 
idence than a half millennium of peace on the Bos- 
phorus. Palestine, “the Bridge of Nations,” the high- 
way of travel and of commerce and of conquest of the 
peoples of the ancient world, was of far greater import- 
ance to,that old world than the Bosphorus to the world 
that lies now immediately before us. Important as are 
the Straits now, the “iron way” that engirdles the 
modern world in evéry direction can easily find a way, 
around that water route, connect the traffic of Asia 
and Europe, and carry the raw materials of Russia 
to the whirring industrial centers of western Europe. 


When Nature Built Breastworks 


For the ancient world there was no practicable way 
around the Bridge of Nations. This little land of 
Palestine lay between a sea of watér on the west arid 
a sea of desert sand on the east. _Nominally about 
forty miles wide on the average, it was so occupied 
by river gorge and mountain ridge that the roadway 


Gee reveals God's providence’ in the fos- 


. for commerce or conquest was reduced to the few 


miles‘of the Plain of Sharon and the narrow sea- 
shore of Acre, and even to a few hundred yards at 
the pass of Megiddo and the Dog river. While com- 
mercial trafic under the venturesome spirits of the 
Phoenicians risked the sea, and the lonely Arab 
caravan ‘risked the ship of the desert on the*sea of 
sand, the armies of great nations ventured_ neither 
upon the one nor the other. There was no’ way of 
any kind around the Bridge of Nations, as.there is 
the iron way around the Straits to-day. Those at 
either end of the Bridge must pass over it or remain 
at home. 

Thus the prediction that a weak people should hold 
the Bosphorus for five hundred years would make a 
far less draft upon our credulity than the claim that 
of old a weak people were permitted for five hun- 
dred years to hold practically unmolested the Bridge 
of Nations and grow into a mighty empire. Yet this 
is‘ the claim that the Bible makes in the books of 
Joshua, Judges, Ruth, and First Samuel. That a 
nation of refugees but lately fleeing from Egyptian 
slavery should take and hold the Bridge of Nations, 
that the trampling hosts of the valley of the Nile 
and the valley of the Euphrates and of the “mountain 
island” of the Hittites in Asia Minor should, for 
five hundred years, refrain from serious attempts 
to dispossess them, and that the fame of Solomon 
should penetrate to the realm of the queen of Sheba, 
farther distant, considering the methods of communi- 
cation, than the ends of the earth to-day, is the 
largest draft mad@ upon human credulity in all the 
statements of the Bible. It is easier to believe that 
God made the world, that God destroyed the ante- 
diluvians by a flood, that God spoke from Sinai, 
that God came to die for our sins, than that man, 
bad, quarrelsomie, envious, wickedly ambitious man, 
refrained for five hundred years from meddling with 
the little people that held the most strategic position 
in all that ancient world. 

It may prepare us for the astonishing array of 
facts that archeology has to present on this subject 
to remind ourselves that for the past five hundred 
years, amid ‘all the jealousies of Europe and Asia, 
amid all the clash of contending armies, and the 


ambitions of selfish rulers, the Turk, that weak, de- 
crepit.anachronism in the modern world, has actuall 

held the Bosphorus; though sometimes assailed al- 
ways protected by powerful neighbors and held up in 


his place like a drunken rider on a jaded mule, and, 





ologi ing the tremendous ibilities, 
Dr. Kyle, the archeology editor of Sunda 
Schoo and essor of biblical theology 
and ar in i » as 








despite the World War and the Peace Conference and 
the League of Nations, is still there. 

When now we turn to face the archeological facts, 
in very fact, in the providence of God, for five hun- 
dred years the Bridge of Nations resounded not to 
the tramp of great armies going forth. to attack each 
other between Africa and Asia, and that period cor- 
responds ar exactly to the four hundred and eighty 
years from the going out of Egypt until the comple- 
tion of the temple of Solomon. The Jew of old, like 
the Turk of medieval and modern times, was left 
to hold that highway of nations. Let us review the 
events of that half millennium. 

There is a spot in the great pass through the Sel- 
kirks of Western Canada toward which the eastern 
~~ gradually rises and from which onward to the 

acific Ocean there is a never ending descent. That 
spot on the mouniain top, actually marked by a line 
at which a stream of water divides and runs each 
way, is the great divide between what lies east and 
what lies west. The time of the Exodus at the death 
of Rameses the Great and the beginning of the reign 
of Meremptah II marks the great divide in the his- 
tory & ancient Egypt. It is the summit of the great 
elevation to which Egyptian civilization and power 
attained, up to which everything in Egyptian great- 
ness rises and down from which everything declines. 
There was a succeeding ascent in Egyptian history, 
but it was through foreign dynasties on the throne. 
Actually, for about five hundred years the Egyptian 
fortunes steadily sank deeper and deeper until the 
people tasted the bitterness of detested foreign rule. 


Braggart Pharaohs Who Lied 

Rameses II had been a strong ruler, who still pushed 
out for foreign conquest. Meremptah, his successor, 
was a weakling whose reign began with the slave in- 
surrection and the departure of the Hebrews, The 
Pharaoh made some feeble attempts toward foreign 
conquest about the beginning of his fifth year, and at 
the time the Israelites were turned back into the 
wilderness; and his court poet, with sycophantic adula- 
tion boasts of the prowess of his master and jeers 
at the weakness of the people of Israel, who, because 
their “seed is not” were unable to enter the prom- 
ised land. The king turned round about a tablet 
erected by one of his noble predecessors, Amenophis 
III, and meanly inscribed his boasted victories on the 
back of it. In reality Meremptah’s foreign expedi- 
tion was a.trifling affair compared with those of his 
conquering predecessors, especially the one whose in- 
scription he turned to the wall. 

Rameses III, a succeeding Pharaoh, made some 
feeble attempts at the Bridge of Nations, marched 
the Canaanite shore, indeed, and his courtiers “aldo 
boast for him in the great inscription at Medinet 
Habu of some great doings in Palestine, and grossly 
exaggerate them. This occurred during the period 
of the Judges and did not penetrate the hill country, 
and so there is no trace of it in the Israelite records. 
From this time on the decline of Egypt was so rapid 
and so vital that no really serious attempt was ever 
made to take, much less to hold, the Bridge of Nations 
until the end of the five hundred year period and the 
end of native Egyptian power. 

The Israelite refugees were not successfully mo- 
lested or threatened. The little nation, so like to 
partridges on the mountains, was not hunted. The 
tribes came into the land, made imperfect conquest of 
it, received. their heritages parceled out to them in 
severalty, and occupied their homes. Thus scattered, 





the real weakness of the new nation became at once 
potrest = te the envious peoples round about so that 

.Moabites and the Ammonites on the east, the 
Philistines on the west, and even the great (?) 
Cushan-rishathaim on the north, took an occasional 
fling at them. But all the time the seed sown in the 
wilderness and under Joshua was germinating and 
springing up, “first the blade, then ear, then the 
full corn in the ear,” until at last near the end of the 
five hundred years, the splendor of the Israelite 
empire blazed out, and the glory of the Israelite re- 
ji on was seen from afar, and the fame of Solomon, 
: use of the name of the Lord,” reached as far 
as would be to “the ends of the earth” in these days. 

But not until the days of Rehoboam, twenty-five 
ears after the completion of the Temple, did the 

thiopian conqueror of Egypt, Shishak, essay once 
again the approach to the Bridge of Nations, Called 
to help his former prot , and whilom ally, Jero- 
boam, he helped himself trom both the Northern and 

Southern kingdoms and robbed the Temple of its 
golden shields. His record of the booty on the south 
wall of one of the temples at Karnak contains about 
as mony names of towns of Jeroboam as of Reho- 
boam. In the providence of God the south end of the 
Bridge had been safe for five hundred years. 

If we turn now to the other end of the Bridge of 
Nations to see ’s providence there, we find it 
not less wonderful. Rival nations in the Euphrates 
valley were too much occupied with their own strug- 
= for supremacy to contest for the Bridge of Na- 
ions, 

_ The early Babylonian Empire, and after it the Kas- 
site rule, had declined, and the rising Assyrian power 
but slowly come into its greatness. Near-by nations 
were first made to feel the Assyrian’s heavy hand, 
as the Armenians on the northwest, a people oppressed 
in all ages, and with them the mountain tribes to the 
northeast. Not until after the division of the mon- 
archy in Palestine, when one group of rival tribes 
held one end of the Bridge of Nations and another 
rival group held the other énd, did Assyria seriously 
turn her marching armies toward this great highway. 
Thus from the north also, as well as from the south, 
the five hundred year period saw the Bridge of Na- 
tions practically undisputed in the hands of the peo- 
ple of Israel. . 

Nor is this all of the wonderful sheltering provi- 
dence of God in making it possible for a little peo- 
ple to hold the great highway of nations for a half 
millennium and grow great without serious inter- 
ference. It used to be thought to be all; for the 
armies of the Nile on the southwest and the armies 
of the Euphrates on the northeast were then thought 
to be all the great powers capable of disputing seri- 
ously for the holding of the Bridge of Nations. Now 
it is known that once again an alleged “mistake,” this 
time of the sacred writers in their representations of 
those times concerning the Hittite people, was no mis- 
take. There was, in fact, in that age of the world, 
an equilateral triangle of power among ancient na- 
tions, One side of that triangle rested upon the 
Arabian desert, a second side went down the Eu- 
phrates valley where was the waning Babylonian and 
the waxing Assyrian power. The third side went 
down over the Bridge of Nations to the valley of 
the Nile, where was the declining Egyptian power. 
And at the northwest corner of the triangle the Hit- 
tites sat, a third great imperial power ranking with 
Egypt and Assyria in those ancient times. 


Why Did the Hittites Sit Tight? 

Now just a few years before the Exodus, Rameses 
the Great made a treaty with the Hittite king Hat- 
usil, after the battle of Kadesh, according to which 
the Hittites were to keep to their side of the Orontes 
and no longer dispute Egyptian claims to the south. 
However we may speculate about the reason that held 
the Hittites faithful to their word throughout the 


‘five hundred years following, the fact is that the Hit- 


tites did keep to their own side of the Orontes, and 
46° the ‘third great: people who might have tried to 
interfere with God's gracious purpose concerning his 
little people and the great highway of nations, re- 
frained from so/doing. Moreover, this corner at 
which the Hittites sat was a corner that each of the 
other great nations must pass in order to attack each 
other by way of the Bridge of Nations. How much 
the Hittites sitting at that corner had to do with the 
five hundred year period, of the hands-off policy of 
the great nations concerning the Bridge of Nations 
only. future discoveries in archeological history can 
tell us. 


Many times in the individual experience of God’s 
people, there have been instances of God’s wonder- 
ful sheltering providence that, amidst all the vicis- 
situdes of war and peace, of prosperity and poverty, 
of sickness and health, has sheltered some faithful, 
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praying one, an obscure instance of God’s care that 
cheers the believing and makes the skeptic scoff 
oe. “easy so gt 8 here Wd aiese * the 
worlds open of history, a closed 
and buried in the eand, which ta-nger-opes 

read, not the presentation Of aii obscure individual, 
but of a little ope iii the midst of the greater nations 
of earth, tot an out-of-the-way, forgotten spot, but 
4 entral place, and the most strategic position in 
all the ancient world, where God’s sheltering provi- 
dence is recorded. The frightful disaster that came 
to great nations, and the long, hard road by which 


is_mow open to: be 
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the little one of God traveled toward final greatness — 


and prosperity, is one more great illustration, one 
_of the greatest in all history, of the “ i that 
work together for good to them that love to 
them that are the called according to his pur- 
pose. ; rod 
“Yea, under the shadow of thy wings will I. make 
my refuge until these calamities be overpast.” 
Dr. Kyle’s new book, “Moses and the Monuments,” may 
be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at $2, postpaid. 
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What is the difference between him and Tom Paine ? 


That Sermon of the Bible Professor 


By a College Professor 











This is the conclu 
been telling how, as 


confession of this series of ‘‘Confe 
came out of Higher Criticism at the cost of his university position, he found 
conditions even worse as he went to a denominational college. Do you know whether the teac 
Bible at the college your boy or girl is attending, or is soon to attend, believes in the essentials 








fessions of a College Professor,’’ who has 


= 


Christian faith or not? Are you taking it for granted that he does? Should you ? 


aration and faith of the men and women sent out 

from this denominational school for the ministry 
and work of the church, This article would not be 
complete without giving a brief estimate and descrip- 
tion of the Bible teacher, a man who has been con- 
nected with the institution for twenty years, He is an 
energetic, scholarly man, who “if his pistol misses 
fire, knocks you down with the butt of it.” Asa 
man I have liked him from the first; as to his re- 
ligion, I hate it as I hate Satan and the things of 
Satan, One who knows this man could say of him, 
how wonderful would be his influence were he him- 
self right with God. He not only knows books, but 
he knows the Bible from beginning to end. If he 
could but see that “all have sinned and come short 
of the glory of God,” that men and women have to 
be born again to become children of God, a miracle 
might come into his life. I am told that he was reared 
in a Christian home, surrounded by wealth and in- 
fluence, that he is what he is not on account of his 
early teachings but because of his college training. 
Now and then a highbrow modernist gets a vision 
of the Christ upon the Cross, and for the first time 
understands that Jesus is the Son of God and that 
He died for him. Under such a conviction, one will 
“let go and let God” —let go of the things of rea- 
son that hold him back, and let God come into and 
direct his life. But Satan is busy these days, and 
he makes it very hard for such a man to believe 
God and take him by faith. After this, and not 
before, are prayers answered and the meanings in 
the Word of God revealed to us by the Holy Spirit. 
After some faith comes, the deepest kind of hon- 
est reasoning brings only a greater faith. My prayer 
is that this man may yet walk the “Damascus Road” 
and seeing, believe. 

The writer ‘has still enough rationalism ip, him, along 
with some knowledge of higher mathematics, to un- 
derstand the whole religious life of the college and 
city, with one exception. That exception is the fact 
that most people here in the oy and in the adjoin- 
ing communities believe the college and the teach- 
ings here to be orthodox, I recently asked a con- 
secrated Christian friend of mine, who has lived for 
over a dozen years almost within the shadow of the 
college, what he thought of these teachings. While 
he had given rather liberally to the support of the 
insitution, and a daughter of his had taken Bible 
courses, he told me that he was not aware that the 
teachings were bad. I have also talked with sev- 
eral ministers who stand for and preach the Gos- 
pel, and they also said they were not aware of these 
rationalistic teachings. Only this afternoon I was 
told that, if Professor taught false doctrines, 
he carefully guarded them in his public utterances. 
This veteran preacher referred me to a baccalaureate 
sermon given a few weeks ago by this Bible pro- 
fessor. I heard this sermon, but not having paper 
and pencil with me did not take notes on it. ow- 
ever, a member of the family did, and I rewrote 
them a few hours afterwards. - His subject was “The 
Function of the Christian Man in the World To-day.” 
My notes read as follows: 

‘We are no longer living in Old Testament times; 
old things have passed away and new things have 
come in. We can read as many miracles into the 
Old Testament as we wish, but the teachings of the 
Old Testament will not, enable us to solve present- 
day problems. To solve the problems that confront 
uS requires the best that we know of twentieth cen- 
tury thought. 

“God is God and Father of humanity, and we are 
all his children. It is a damning heresy to say that 
the world is in the hands of the evil one; Jesus no- 
where says that the world is in the hands of the evil 
one, John being always quoted*in this connection. I 
would revolt against a God who dictated to men. 
“Plagues, earthquakes, and pestilence are not sent 


[erst given the reader some notion of the prep- 








of God; they are due to germs, bacteria, and other 
natural causes. Prayer will not cure such a dis- 
ease as tuberculosis. 

“I can’t ‘see Jesus, as some people do, sitting at 
the right hand of God. Jesus is not away off some- 
where; he is here and now in the hearts of men, 
not away off with God somewhere. 

“God once tried to make humanity angelic by 
drowning a part of them, but it didn’t do either those 
whom he drowned any good or those whom he 
saved, for the first thing that Noah did was to go 
and get drunk.” 

He quoted a part of the verse which states that 
“the seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent’s 
head,” intimating a disbelief in this prophecy, and 
then concluded by saying that the seed of every 
woman-can help save the world, if she be true and 
honest and teaches her children as.a mother should. 

“Rationalism is a bugaboo to many people, be- 
cause they have so little of it. This is a far better 
time to talk about a Utopia than a hell. The old 
fogy Christians seek to save our boys out of hell 
rather than to create a better environment for ‘them.” 

This man, who has exerted a pronounced influence 


directly on the thoughts ahd lives -of ‘his . students: 


and people here in the city, and indirectly on the 
thoughts and lives-of people in this and other states, 
calls himself a Christian, Ido not know what name 
to give him, but I do know that he is teaching a new 
religion, and not a new interpretation of the Bible. 
He rejects most if not all of inspiration, miracles 
and prophecy. He believes in Jesus Christ as a ood 
man living a wonderfully good life,—a life for men 
and women to imitate to their advantage,— but he 
rejects Jesus Christ as either the Son of God or of 
the Virgin Mary. He believes men are saved by 
being honest,. kind, and good, and scorns the idea 
of atonement. 

I have already mentioned how my early life was in- 
fluenced by a man who, as he made his annual pilgrim- 
age to our home, was always preaching Tom Paine. 
To get one more,good look at Satan, r had a friend 
send me the other day from a viversity library 
Paine’s “Age of Reason.” Each time I prayed that 
Jesus would rebuke Satan as ‘I read, and while I 
was not able to discover either logical reasoning or 
exceptional knowledge, I did read for the first time 
this typical book of rationalism. This so-called 
Christian professor of Bible has not only the same 
faith and arguments but uses the same kind of ridi- 
cule and sarcasm in proving that the Bible is “human 
invention.” Yesterday one of the Bible students 
stopped in to talk over things, and I asked him how 
he stood with reference to about a dozen of Paine’s 
statements, such as the following: 

“Tt is only by the exercise of reason that man can 
discover God. 

“The three means (employed in 2!i time and almost 
universally, to deceive the peoples) are Myst? 
Miracle, and Prophecy. The first two are incompatible 
with true religion, and the third ought always to be 

spected.” 

This young man said he believed all these state- 
ments, either in whole or part. And so I would call 
this professor by the same name as I would .call 
Paine, but I do not know what to call Raine. In his 
day and generation he was called an infidel, and 
when the “Age of Reason” was being published he 
was in prison because he wrote an infidel book, 
Not only that, but one of the publishers of this same 
book. spent nine years in prison because he printed it. 

Satan is still with us, but he is getting either more 
active or shrewd as the days go by. Once he stood 
outside and looked in the Protestant churches; now 
he stands inside and preaches from many a pulpit, 
teaches many a Bible lesson, and writes many a book. 
And yet, many men and women Jisten to him, shake 
his hand, and call, him a Christian. 


_ ta 


the new science professor shall teach a false theory 
of evolution or a true remains to be seen. At; 
rate, a little group of students are watet 
praying for the spiritual life of their college. - 


shall 
anxious to learn from this little group of a 
be 


whether the oldtime faith is to be revived in 
coll , or whether false doctrines shall still 


hy have the president and his Board of Trustees 
one these conditions to exist? I do not know. 
These men are all Christian ministers and leaders 
in their church. Do they not know that they are 
responsible for these evil influences which are per- 
mitted to exist, and which are taking away the faith 
and message of men and women preparing for active 
Christian work? I do not know, but it would seem 
to me that they are anxious to do right when it is 
to their best interest to do so. They aré always 
ready to magnify their church, but not especially 
anxious to be faithful to Jesus Christ. Do 
they not know that their responsibility is great; 
that preachers who deny that Christ is the Son o 
God are lost; do they not know that unsaved folks 
in the church are also lost? I do not know, but this 
I do know, that I shall strive always to be able to 
say with Paul, “I have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith.” 
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The S. O. S. Cry of China’s Starving 
By Rosalind Goforth 




















An Associated Press dispatch from Pekin by 
way of New York, of December thirteenth, 
states that representatives of all the famine re- 
lief committees in conference there find that 
fifteen million persons are facing death: from 
starvation and cold. Available resources of 
all the international famine relief committees, 
the American Red Cross included, are in a 
osition to help only five hundred thousand. 
t is stated from another source that $200,- 
000,000 is needed at once. Mrs. Goforth puts 
the number of famine sufferers at forty millions, 
She wrote under date of September 28, and 
it is to be hoped that number is too high, 
but if so, how quickly may we send help to 
these fifteen millions? Gifts by draft and reg- 
istered letter, enclosing bills or currency, may 
be sent to Mrs. Rosalind Goforth, Kikungshan, 
Honan, China, or to The Sunday School Times, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Y HUSBAND and I have just returned from 

meeting in conference with the missionaries 
of the North Honan Mission, The facts we have 
heard regarding the Great Famine—it is said to 
be the greatest in memory of living Chinese — sim- 
ply appall one. 

We cannot but believe, in spite of the incessant 
and great calls for help made these last few years, 
that this cry which is the life and death cry of 
forty millions of the~human race, will reach. and 
touch the hearts of multitudes the world over. 

The famine area is about forty thousand square 
miles. When in the spring and early summer the early 
rains failed the people kept hoping against hope 
for the latter rains 6f July. But these, too, com- 
pletely failed. ~The people became panic-stricken, 
and well they might. Whole regions became as a 
desert — not a blade of grass or sign of living green. 
Farmers of property who had grain to spare were 
forced by starving neighbors to give out the grain, 
till now even the formerly wealthy landowners are 
facing starvation with their poorer neighbors. Large 
numbers began trekking westward over mountain- 
ous roads towards Shansi, hearing of good crops 
in the western part of that province. The first ones 
safely passed the mountain barri€rs, but when 
famine conditions began to be felt in eastern Shansi 
orders were given for soldiers to hold the passes 
and drive the Honan refugees back. The starving 
people were not allowed to enter theiwillages nor were 
they even permitted to sleep in the wayside temples. 
Many lost heart and died by the roadside. — 

One of our missionaries went to the Mission gate 
after supper one evening and before dark had counted 
over five hundred refugees fleeing westward. : 

We are told of girls being tied to trees by their 
parents to keep them from following, and left to 
starve; of children being thrown into the river; of 
husbands poisoning their wives and children to spare 
them suffering. Many of the awful details cannot 
be given; only sufficient to make us realize a little 
what grim, relentless famine is. Even the crows and 
jackdaws have left some regions. It is estimated 
that at least 40,000 Christians are among the famine 
sufferers. ; 

The Canadian Presbyterian Mission of North He- 
nan is practically in the center of the famine region. 

( Continued on page 758) 
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Is the European Hebrew, between the Red and 
© {White Terrors, facing extinction ? 





The Jew and the Newspaper 


By Thomas M. Chalmers scvreutivitn trangelisuion Society 





<= 
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NLESS Providence intervenes, great masses of 
Jews in Eastern Europe face extinction by their 

enemies. .The Jewish Chronicle calls the disas- 
ter to the Jews of the Ukraine “one of the most hor- 
rible tragedies in all history.” In the Ukraine alone 
1,200,000 Jews are said to have been totally ruined. 
Nearly a hundred and fifty thousand children have 
been made orphans there. It is said that in Vienna 
eight Jews out of ten have to be given a pauper’s 
funeral at death. The Zionist Review says that the 
state of affairs is “so overwhelming that even the 
stoutest hearts must shrink from tackling it.” 

In Hungary the Red Terror has been supplanted 
by the White Terror, these counter-revolutionists 
treating the Jews with sore cruelty and committin 
almost unbelievable pogroms. The panic thus create 
is so great that some thirty thousand Jews, driven 
to despair, have been baptized in the hope of escap- 
ing the awful persecution. 
es Poland thousands of Jews have fled because 
of unspeakable outrages to Czecho-Slovakia, where 
they have no means of earning a livelihood. In Vi- 
‘enna alone there are about eighty thousand fugitives, 
and more enter the city daily. Rumblings of anti- 
Semitism are heard there, while in Germany the anti- 
Semitic spirit has broken out with much force. All 
the peoples of Central and Eastern Europe blame. the 
Jews for their disasters, which makes the outlook 
the more terrible for the unprotected Jews. 


ve 
What Can be Done? 


A eeRICAN Jews have raised in the last four 
years about forty million dollars for the help 
of the brethren in Europe. Yet this has riot been at 
al] adequate to the enormous need. A conference 
was held recently at Carlsbad to take -stock of the 
situation“and to consider means of relief.. But af- 
fairs are still so unsettled in all the regions east of 
the Rhine that comprehensive and adequate measures 
could not be planned. 


Catholics Uneasy Over Palestine 


A’ THE National Catholic Congress, held recently 
in Liverpool, Cardinal Bourne, Archbishop of 
Westminster, dealt at length with the subject of 
Palestine, and expressed apprehension regarding the 
outlook of his church in Palestine, now that “a new 
non-Christian influence was being deliberately set up 
in the land whence countless generations of Chris- 
tendom had longed and striven to oust a non-Chris- 
tian power.” 

An International Catholic Conference was to meet 
in the autumn at Ejinsiedeln, Switzerland, the “Object 
of which was “to determine means for safeguarding 
Catholic interests in the Holy Land from what is 
considered by Catholics to be the danger attendant 
upon the arrival in Jerusalem of an ever-growing 
stream of Jewish immigrants.” The intention of 
the Conference was said to be to form an interna- 
tional Catholic organization fcr the protection of the 
Holy Land. The Pope has given his approval to the 
scheme. Romanists fear that the holy places are en- 
dangered. 

ve 


Jews of Palestine Show New Spirit 


FOR long decades the Jews of the Holy Land were 
dependent for their support on the chaluka, or 
charity of their brethren in Europe and America. 
The system was an evil one, as it nourished a pauper 
spirit and hindered all true development of the Pal- 
estinian Jewry. But now a new inspiration has come 
to the Jews all over the Holy Land. When Geulah, 
or Redemption Week was observed in Palestine, 
after the San Remo decision granting Jews the right 
to return to the land, the Jews of Palestine set them- 
selves to give what they could for the restoration of 
their national home. The poor Jews of Jerusalem 
gave out of their poverty fourteen hundred pounds, 
while very much more was given all over the land. 


Sacrificial Gifts for Palestine 


Hf Bee uc self-sacrifice shown, even among the chil- 
dren, was a revelation of the new spirit among the 
aang One old woman of seventy-five years gave 
er two candlesticks that she had blessed for the last 
fifty years. An orphan child, having no gift, walked 
to the platform at a Jerusalem meeting and offered 
himself. “I have nothing to give,” he said, “but you 
can take me if you want-me.” They put him up at 
auction; the spectators bid and redeemed him. 

“The story is‘told of a farmer,” writes Miss Jessie 
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Him. He waits to save you.” 














E. Sampter, “who came with an offering of four 
quarts of milk. Then, moved to more giving, he 
sent for the cow. When the cow-arrived, he remem- 
bered that he had left the calf at home, and he sent 
for that too, and gave all for Redemption.” 


Palestine’s Legal Constitution 


Bas following fundamental principles cf the 
new government of Palestine have been deduced 
by Mr. Gaul J. Cohen, in an article in the Mac- 
cabean, from the King’s Message and the address 
of Sir Herbert Samuel, the British High Commis- 
sioner, at the Government House on the Mount of 
Olives: 


“First, freedom and equality for all, regardless 
of rank, race, or creed; second, the gradual estab- 
lishment in Palestine of a Jewish national home; 
third, no taxes or Palestinian revenues are to be 
retained by Great Britain, but shall belong in their 
entirety to Palestine, nor shall Great Britain enact 
any other form of direct tribute; fourth, an Ad- 
visory Council shall assist the Governor in revising 
the drafts of important ordinances and the annual 








The Jewish Assembly in Palestine was to open in Jeru- 
salem, October 7. Five women were among the delegates. 

The Hungarian Minister of the Interior ordered on Octo- 
ber 7 the immediate expulsion from Hungary of all Jews 
who had arrived in that country since 1914. 

A Hebrew Printing Press has been opened in Damascus, 
for the first time in three hundred and fifteen years. Simi- 
lar presses are found in Aleppo and Beirut. 

The Next World Zionist Congress, it was decided at the 
World Zionist Conference, shall be held in the summer of 
1921, before the Jewish New Year. The wish was expressed 
by resolution that it should be held in Palestine. 

Over One Million Organized Zionists are now found in 
the world, according to Dr. Hantke at the World Zionist 


Conference, who stated that it was through the work of ~ 


the Zionist Organization that the Jews are now universally 
recognized as a nation. . 


The “Reds” will be Barred from the Holy Land, accord- 
ing to the new conditions which will govern the entry of 
immigrants into Palestine. Each immigrant must possess 
a passport viséd by the British consul of his city, showing 
he is not an undesirable. 

A Prince of Jews passed away when Jacob H. Schiff died 
in New York City, September 25. Mr. Schiff was perhaps 
the best known Jew in America, and was highly esteemed 
everywhere for his sterling qualities as citizen, financiér, 
philanthropist, and American patriot. 

Two Hundred and Fifty Theusand Jews are prepared to 
leave Poland in the immediate future, according to the esti- 
mate of the Polish Emigration Department. The Emigra- 
tion Department holds the view that the government will 
encourage and support such a movement. 


Britain in Danger! At the recent’ Oxford Jewish Summer 
School the amount of -Hebrew spoken was ‘so noticeable 
that some one seriously concerned for the safety of the 
British realm complained in the Daily Mail that a great 
deal of Germ was now being heard in the streets of 
Oxford. 


The Hebrew Teachers of America met in convention in 
Cleveland in the summer, with two hundred delegates, 
representing every section of the country. The main 
purpose of the convention was to unite all the Hebrew 
teachers in an organization known as the “Histadruth 
Hamorim” (Federation of Hebrew Teachers). 


budget; its deliberations shall be public; ten of its 
members shall -be Palestinians; fifth, Palestine shall 
be encouraged to develop its faculty of self-govern- 
ment, and eventually to assume these powers; sixth 


‘the religious places shall be regulated by a special 


commission in which the religious bodies interested 
will be represented; seventh, the government will 
stand behind economic enterprise and will give ma- 
terial assistance to it; eighth; speculation in land 
values shall be prohibited.” : 


This constitution is most liberal, and will be of 
vast importance in the unfolding life of the New 
Palestine. : ; 

® 


The New Palestine Under Britain 


HE same writer further shows what the British 
gevernment plans to do for the Holy Land to 


* develop its resources. The measures proposed’include 


a Palestine loan, guaranteed as to payment of in- 
terest and principal by the government, a land com- 
mission, a land settlement court, and a survey of 
land, all to promote further settlement. Banks are 
to be established with —— facilities for long-term 
loans*to farmers and business men. The railways 
are to be controlled by the government, repaired, im- 
proved, and enlarged. Roads will be improved and 
new roads built, the cities and villages connected by 
telegraph and telephone, electric light and power fur- 
nished, harbors built, swamps drained, and the work 
of afforestation begun. 

Through thé department of health a serious gov- 
ernmental effort will be made to wipe out malaria, 
and in general to mupcove the health of the people. 
The Department of Education will establish schools, 
provide properly trained teachers, and a scientific 
curriculum. Tourist traffic is to be encouraged by 
the preservation of historic spots, and by conserving 
a spirit of reverence and dignity in the moderniza- 
tion of Palestine. The government will also foster 
the natural fitness of the country as a mecca of schol- 
ars from all over the world. 


The Foundation Fund 


HE vast importance of the new work to be done 

in Palestine was recognized by the World Zionist 
Conference, held in’ London in July. It was felt that 
“the energy_of the whole Jewish people must be 
concentrated on the immense task of the rebuilding 
of the Land of Israel.” To this end it was decided 
to create an immigration and colonization fund. This 
fund is to have a definite status as a legally consti- 
tuted body. 

The Conference fixed the amount at twenty-five 
million pounds as the basis required for the building 
up of the National Home in Palestine. This amount 
should be secured within one year, and the Confer- 
ence issues a solemn appeal to the whole Jewish peo- 
ple to do its duty and td secure the raising of the 
foundation fund by an extraordinary offering of cap- 
ital and income. The national institution of the 
tithe is held up as an example. 

At least twenty percent of the funds collected by 
this foundation fund shall be given to the Jewish 
National Fund (founded at the Fifth Zionist Con- 

ress, 1901, at Basle, “for the purpose of acquiring 
and in Palestine as the inalienable estate of the 
Jewish people”). 

Of the further funds collected, not more than one- 
third shall be spent for education, social welfare, 
immigration, and similar purposes in Palestine, while 
at least two-thirds are to be invested in permanent 
national institutions or economic undertakings. 


* 
A Notable Anniversary 


f Bip Prayer Union for Israel was organized in 
London, October 12, 1880. This Union was es- 
tablished for the purpose of uniting friends of Israel 
in all denominations and to stir up the Church to 
pray for and love the Jews. This Union has now 


many branches in various parts of the world, which. 


usually meet once a month for prayer for the Jews 
and Jewish missions. It publishes in London a quar- 
terly journal, The Friend of Israel, which is edited 
with singular spiritual power. 

It is remarkable that these forty years run almost 
co-incidently with the forty years of preparation for 
the return of the Jews to Palestine, since the first 
colony was planted, in 1878. God has been remark- 
ably at work for the Jews ever Since the Prayer 
Union was founded. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class 


HEN the Earl of Essex was at the height of 
favor in the good graces of Queen Elizabeth, 
it is related that she gave him a ring as a 
ledge of her appreciation of his service. If in any 
uture hour of need it were returned to her, it would 
stand him in stead. When the Earl was later or- 
dered to the headsman’s block, he entrusted the ring 
to a lady of the court to be given to the Queen, but, 
through intrigue, it was not delivered until after the 
execution. hen Elizabeth learned the facts, she 
cried out in a burst of anger to the faithless messen- 
ger, “God may forgive you, but I never can!” Was 
not the servant in this lesson very like the Queen, 
whom we hope afterward repented of that rash state- 
ment? Are any of us falling under the condemna- 
tion that is so strony phrased in the Tuesday read- 
ing of the Family Worship column, “Unwilling to 
forgive another an infinitesimal part of the infinity 
which God for Christ’s sake has forgiven you (Eph. 
4: 32)”? 
Our Background Material 


Is not the lesson to-day a natural sequence of the 
Lord’s teaching about humility, studied in the last 
lesson (vs, 1-10)? The connection between humility 
and forgiveness is pointed out, in the Connection, by 
Dr. Griffith Thomas. Our Lord appoints his method 
for dealing with disagreements in the futire church 
(about which he has begun to teach in view of Is- 
rael’s rejection of the kingdom, vs. 16, 17, 19). When 
two Christians are at outs He directs a face-to-face 
interview, and that failing, then witnesses, and, as a 
last resort, the church group (vs. 15-19). And in this 
connection notice that the precious promise of the 
Presence to two or three is an unfolding of his teach- 
ing about how to maintain peace in the.church. “The 
simplest form of a local. church” is the sub-title over 
verse 20°in the Scofield Reference Bible. The Back- 
ground Material may well be taken from Mrs, 

skew’s illuminating study in her second and third 
paragraphs. Our rd’s teaching all along here 
seems to suggest to Peter his question, asked under 
law and answered under grace (Mr. Ridgway, 2). 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise npted, ate to les- 

aon-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphe in those articles will help ia 
quickly locating the references. 

Between his statement, “Forgive until seventy 

times seven,” and his application in verse 35, Christ 
gives a wonderful “concrete instance of forgiveness 
and the lack of forgiveness,” the pet pose of which 
is very effectively set forth by Dr. Ellis in “This 
Rede ogg Teaching Principle.” (See also Mrs. As- 
Cw . 
That Peter may have been trying to apply his 
Master’s teaching about child-like humility is sur- 
mised by Dr, Theane (I, 1), but if this was the 
case, he failed miserably. 

If the teacher wishes to give this question of 
Peter a twentieth-century phrasing, he might quote 
Mr. Ridgway (1). 

It would not be a bad plan to build the lesson 
teaching upon the three pillars of Dr. Smellie’s 
analysis—the extent, the motive, and the crucial 
importance of forgiveness. The three striking con- 
ine in the lesson are indicated by Dr. Thomas 


.-2). 

The Oriental setting and flavor of this story 
should be kept in mind. The vivid picture is that of 
an Eastern Court, where it is the custom for all the 
officials of the realm, including those who farm out 
the taxes, to be summoned before a despotic ruler 
to give an account of their stewardship. All the sub- 
jects of such despots were “slaves.” 
generosity of an Eastern Court that tikes to exalt 
or debase with swift strokes,” comes out in the 
story with which the Lord was gripping the inter- 
est of his hearers. 

Our Lord, in ‘his answer to Peter, is once more 
smashing through the traditions of the elders. 
“The rabbinicah rule was that no one should ask 
forgiveness of his neighbor more than thrice,” says 
the Cambridge Bible. “Peter, who asks as a scri 
a scribe’s question, thought he was making a great 
advance in liberality.” Seven is the perfect num- 


ber, and Peter seems to think that was an ample 
measure. 

It was a staggering debt that servant owed. Even 
if silver talents are meant, the amount would be, 
according to 
It was 
nue of Palestine at that time. 


some authorities, about $10,000,000. 
robably more than the whole annual reve- 
The two -debts men- 





“The reckless’ 


LESSON 2. JANUARY 9. JESUS TEACHING FORGIVENESS 


Matthew 18 : 21-35 


Golden Text.—If ye forgive meu their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.—Matthew 6 : 14 


- 








Devotional s Seni 5s t Sate, 
Reference ial; Matt. 6: 12-15; 28 : s5-00; Luke 29: 9, @; 
Eph 4: 3% ; Col. 3: 12-24. 


sson Material; Matt. 18: ax, 22, 
Story Material ; Gen. 45: 
Memory Verse: Be ye 

my itn g yen other,—Eph. 4 ; 32. 

‘ F 


, Meee Cees Matt. 6; 21, 
Ipermetion: pad Seales ‘apie: and F. 
ee Ri ‘eople ‘o=giveness, Its Meaning 
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he had not wherewith to pay, his lord commanded him 
be sold, and his wife, and 

and payment to 
down and ‘worsh him, saying, Lord, have patience 
with me, and I will pay thee all. 27 And the lord of that 
‘servant, being moved with compassion, released him, 
forgave him the ‘debt. 28 But that ‘servant went out, 
and found one of his fellow-servants, who owed him a 
hundred ‘shillings: and he laid hold on him, and took him 
by the throat, saying, Pay what thou owest. 29 So his 
fellow-servant fell down and besought him, saying, Have 
patience with me, and I will pay thee. 3¢@ And he would 
not: but went and cast him into prison, till he should pay 
that which was due. 31 So when his fellow-servants saw 
what was done, they were exceeding sorry, and came and 
told unto their lord all that was done. 32 Then his lord 
called him unto him, and saith to him, Thou wicked ‘ser- 
vant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou besoughtest 
me: 33 shouldest not thou also have had mercy on thy 
fellow-servant, even as I had mercy on thee? 34 And his 
lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till 
he should pay all that was due. 35 So shall also my heavenly 
Father do unto you, if ye forgive not every one his brother 
from your hearts. 


1Or, seventy times and seven *Gr. bondservants. *This 
talent was probably worth about £200, or $1000. *Gr. bond- 
servant. "The Greek word denotes an act of reverence 
whether paid to a creature (see ch. 4.9; 18.26), or to the 
Creator (see ch. 4.10). °%Gr. loan: 7The word in the Greek 
denotes a coin worth about eight pence half-penny, or 
nearly seventeen cents. 
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tioned in the lesson are set off against each other 
in a startling contrast by. Mrs. Askew. (5) 

Even the family, of the indebted servant Was to 
be sacrificed. “We may be thankful,” says C, H. 
Spurgeon in his illuminating comment (“The Gos- 
el of the Kingdom,” to be had from The Sunda 

hool Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
phia, $1.50), “that the spirit of Christianity has 
utterly abolished a law which made unoffending 
children suffer for their fathers’ default by the loss 
of their liberties,” 

The princely forgiveness of the king “enkindled 
no answering nobleness in the man whom he had 
lifted from bankruptcy and despair” (Dr. Smellie, 
2 and preceding), In The Busy Men’s Corner, Mr. 
Ridgway (3) raises the curtain on a modern repro- 
duction of this much-forgiven servant. Are we, 
too, forgetting that in view of the forgiveness we 
have from the God of all grace “new and stupen- 
dous obligations” are imposed upon us? Is not one 
of these pointed out in the One-Minute Mission 
Talk? hat are we doing to send word of 
the férgiveness which we ourselves have received 
to the thousand million other folks. for whom 
Christ also died, but who do not know it? He is a 
King, remember, “which would take account of his 
servants”! (v. 

An interesting estimate of forgiveness is given 
by Dr. Thomas (III, 5), following a_study of the 
meaning and scope of forgiveness. That estimate 
gives “Christ’s most striking innovation in moral- 
ity.” 


Emphasize how the standard of forgiveness 
which our Lord would use to measure with was 
that of God himself (Dr. Thomas, I, 3). 

The teacher should carry the class on into the 
teaching. in the Epistles about forgiveness, and 
show how it harmonizes with our Lord’s teaching 
here. Emphasize Ephesians 4:32 (see the Addi- 
tional Material for Teachers in Dr. Griffith 
Thomas’ department). 

This is a great lesson for young folks. fo master. 
In giving it to boys, the teacher may well follow 
Mr. Smith’s plan in “Say, Fellows—” The way to 
bring the subject home personally to girls is sug- 
gested by Mrs: Askew (4). In order. to bring the 
truth home to the minds of the tiny tots, Mrs. Bry- 
ner favors telling the story of Joseph and his 


of him at the same desk! 


and which hastens to meet ev 


The Heart of the Lesson; Mrs. Askew, 6) 


brethren. The lesson is unfolded in vivid pictorial 
form in the Little Jetts Teaching the Seenntag~ 
School Lesson. 


The Truth that Is Golden _ 


_How we do need to go to Christ’s school of -for- 
giveness with Simon Peter, and sit right alongside 
; ‘1 We can look together at 
that problem in the arithmetic of heaven, as Dr. 
Smellie (1) chalks it up on the blackboard before 
us: “7x10x7=forgiveness which will admit no 
relaxation and no boundary, which never wearies, 
d c : fresh indignity 
with a fresh manifestation of love,’ An astonishing 
result? It is the way God forgives. Jesus. amaz- 
ingly practised this preachment on the cross as he 
pnees for his executioness. Are we forgiving as 

e did? (Round-Table, 1 and 2; Dr. Thomas, in 


Teaching Points : 

_ Forgiveness flows from love, and love from be- 
ing forgiven as God forgives, and the blessing in- 
+ a as the experience does (Dr. Thomas, III, 


Oh, those old family grudges! Those estrange- 
ments between brothers and sisters! That griev- 
ance cherished and nursed until it is grown into a 
cancer in the soul! Let Christ, the wonderful soul- 
surgeon, cut it out (Illustration Round Table, 3). 

The promise of the servant, in verse 26, “was. not 
worth the breath which spoke it,” says Spurgeon. 
“Many a poor sinner is very rich in resolutions. 
This servant debtor thought he only needed pa- 
tience; but indeed he needed forgiveness.” 


Questions for Study and Discussion 


What led Peter to ask the question about for-- 
giveness? (Dr. Thomas, I, 1 


_How much did the king forgive, and how much 
did the servant refuse to forgive? (Mrs. Askew, 5.) 


Is God’s reconciliation with us dependent on our 
en with our fellow-men? (Dr. Smel- 
ie, 


Is forgiveness that cannot forget forgiveness at 
all? (Mr. Howard.) 


Is that you stirring the fire under that witch’s 
cauldron? (The Cartoon.) 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE oF ILLUSTRATION.—AD5Stract or 
spiritual truth should be made clear by concrete 
lustration. 











peor the Master Teacher gives us not only val- 
uable truth, but suggests important method in 
the giving of it. Not content merely to answer 
Peter’s question, he gives a concrete instance which 
sets forgiveness and unforgiveness in such striking 
contrast that not only is the one made attractive 
and the other altogether unlovely, but the reason for 
the startling answer is developed by the striking 
illustration. Peter was thinking only of himself and 
his offending brother, which means that he was 
thinking of himself not as a debtor but as a creditor 
in the realm of offenses. It would be difficult to be- 
lieve that after the Master’s teaching he did not real- 
ize that we all live on a triangle with God at the 
apex, instead of on a straight line that has no. apex; 
and that not his brother alone but Peter as well 
was debtor in this larger realm of offenses. Nay, more, 
that our offenses against God are so many times 
more than our brother’s against us, that not to be 
forgiving even until “seventy times seven” would 
be to stamp us with such ingratitude as_ would .re- 
veal a heart unready for the abundant forgiveness 
of our King of- kings. 

We shall find it easier to teach the abstract truth 
of forgiveness, perhaps, than to live it, or fo illus- 
trate it by concrete applications that will reach down 
into the real life of those whom we teach. But if 
we can not only accept the truth the Master Teacher 
taught concerning forgiveness, but pass it on to 
others in the vital manner which characterizes his 
own teaching, it may be that we shall be privileged 
to help our pupils not only into a fuller mastery os 
Bible knowledge, but also into a deeper devotion to 
Bible living. 

Huntinopon, Pa. 
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The Lesson as ‘a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 






™ 


—Another puis lesson for the dis- 
of a genuine spirit of humil- 
ity, as eg in forgiveness. Humility and for- 
giveness have a deep underlying connection because 
fer and vindictiveness go together. Personal am- 
ition is usually very sensitive to injury, quick to take 
offense, slow to forgive. 
I. The Lesson’s Main Message 
The Question Asked (vs. 21, 22). The inquiry 
probably arose after Christ’s counsel about the brother 
(vs. 15-17), or it may have due to resentment 
consequent on the tax-gatherer’s question (17:24), 
which seemed to reflect on the Master, It is also 
sometimes thought that the previous dispute about 
greatness (18: 1-4), and the new teaching about the 
cross, so foreign to Peter’s ideas, had made him feel 
resentful, Or perhaps he simply desired to learn his 


-Master’s will, The Jewish custom was to bear in- 


juries three times, and then to regard duty as done. 

eter was at once childlike and childish in his in- 
quiry, Childlike, in the eee which would go 
up to seven times; childish, in the thought that a rep- 
etition of so many times and no more would be lar 
hearted. Our Lord’s reply (v. 22) showed by ‘his 
statement that he meant unlimited forgiveness. This 
is God’s method, which has been well called the “celes- 
tial arithmetic” of forgiveness. Peter must have 
been surprised by this difference between seven and 
four hundred and ninety times. Love, not law, was 
thus emphasized, (1) 

The Question IMustrated (vs. 23, 24). There 
are three contrasts in the parable: (1) The debts, ten 
millions and sixteen dollars; (2) the creditors; (3) 
the doom. We see that the king forgave immediately 
and fully. (vs. 24-27), while the servant was unfor- 
giving and showed his mercilessness (vs. 28-34). (2) 

The Question Applied (v. 35). The forgiveness 
was to be thorough, “from your hearts,” and the 
standard of forgiveness was shown to be that of 
God himself. Retribution was at once certain and 
universal if there was an unforgiving spirit. (3) 

Devotional Keading: Psalm 51:10-17. Part of 
David’s great psalm of pardon. (1) The prayer (vs. 
10-12) ; §) the purpose (vs. 13-17). Here we see 
cause and effect, the pardon and the proof. 

Books.—For a commentary on Matthew, Broadus 


- is very helpful (American Baptist Publication So- 


ciety, Philadelphia, $2.25), and “The Gospel of the 
Kingdom,” by C. H. Spurgeon (Revell, $1.50). Other 
books to be used with each lesson are “Modern Stu- 
dents’ Life of Christ,” by Vollmer (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York, $1.50, net); “The Students’ 
Historical Geography of the Holy Land,” by W. W. 
Smith (The Sunday School Times Co., $1.50); 
Davis’ Bible Dictionary (Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia, $3). 
(The prices of books, owing to unusual publish- ,, 
ing conditions, are necessarily subject to change 
without notice.) 


li. Additional Material for Teachers 

Matthew 6:12-15; 18:15-20; Luke 17:3, 4; Ephe- 
sians 4:31, 32; Colossians 3:12-14. 

1. Matthew 6:12-15. Part of the Lord’s Prayer 
emphasizes the thought of forgiveness, though not 
as a condition of our being forgiven but as a conse- 
quence, 

2. Matthew 18:15-20. The constant effort to win 
the offending brother. 

3. Luke 17:3, 4. Luke’s version of the need of 
whole-hearted forgiveness. 

4. Ephesians 4:31, 32. The true Christian spirit, 
and its reason. . 

5. Colossians 3:12-14, Special emphasis is placed 
on this grace of forgiveness both here and elsewhere 
in the New Testament teaching. 


Ill. The Graded Topics 
1. Intermediate and Senior: Forgiving and For- 
given. (1) The blessing of forgiving. This is the 
true spirit of the genuine Christian, for anything 
like “hate” is altogether foreign to true Christianity. 
Hatred and peace never go together, and whether 
individually or nationally, there must always be 
shown the spirit of forgiveness. (2) The blessin 
of being forgiven. Forgiveness flows from love, an 
love flows from being forgiven as God forgives. We 
must therefore , first experience God’s forgiveness, 
which is immediate, full, and eternal, and then we 
must continually exercise the spirit of forgiveness 
to others. It is interesting to notice how exercise 
comes from experience, and a continuation of the 
experience will alone enable us to continue the ex- 
ercise. (4) " 
i oo People and Adults: Forgiveness: Its Mean- 
ing and Scope@(1) Its meaning. Three words are 
used in the Greek, meaning to “send away,” to “let 
go,” and “to act graciously.” This means that we 
are to remove the trouble, and to show a Christlike, 
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irit, not merely ignoring the past wrong. 
2) Its features. Forgiveness will be immediate, free, 
and permanent, these are the characteristics 
of God’s forgiveness of us. (3) The necessity. It is one 
condition of blessing being enjoyed by us in our souls, 
for an unforgiving spirit and a harboring of grudges 
are always fatal to yen fm growth in grace. 
(4) Its prominence. In our Lord’s ministry we find 
it very often (Matt. 5: 23, 24, 390-48; 6: 12-15; Mark 
11:25; Luke 17:3, 4), and also in the early Church 
(Rom. 12:14, 17, 19; Eph. 4: ; Col. 3:13; Phile- 
mon 18; 1 Peter ; :9). (5) Its secret.. realiza- 
tion of wha God has forgiven us is the only way 
of maintaining a forgiving spirit to others. Thus 
forgiveness has been well called “Christ’s most strik- 
ing innovation in morality.” (5) 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 

This discussion on forgiveness is a good illus- 
tration of the difference between living by principle 
and.living by rule. In connection with children and 
childlike people, rules are necessary. Civilized nations 
are compelled to deal in this way with uncivilized 
races. The Jews in the Old Testament were morally 
and spiritually children, and so needed the rules and 
regulations of the law, but later on with Christian- 
<d came the ch from rule to principle, and the 

ew Testament religion is concerned with principles 
rather than with rules.. The former <pplies to all 
circumstances, is without limit, and springs from 
within. The latter is for given circumstances, 
is strictly limited, and mainly acts from without. 
Peter’s reference to “seven times” was a rule, and 
as such would be very simple and easy so far, but 
if the offending brother came the eighth time, this 
rule would not work, and so the Lord emphasizes the 
spirit of -forgiveness, and not only speaks of “seventy 
oa even: but of God’s own forgiveness of us 

v. 35). 

Everything in Christianity is intended to be lived 
according to principle. Sometimes we ask whether 
it is wrong to do this or wrong to go there, and we 
may desire specific guidance and direction on partic- 
ular matters, but instead of this God gives us one 
great principle covering everything, “do all to the 
glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31), and it is for us to 
apply this to everything in thought, word, or deed, 
which comes before us, Of course it is harder 
to live by principle than by rule, but Christian- 
ity is not a religion of outward restraint but of 
inward constraint. It does not compel but impel, 
and the Holy Spirit is given for this purpose. 

V. Leading Questions 

What probably prompted Peter’s question? 

What is the fundamental difference intended by 
Christ between seven and four hundred and ninety 
times? 

Why did Christ so often emphasize the necessity 
of a forgiving spirit? 

- How can we account for this prominence in the 
Epistles? 

What should be our attitude if the brother does 
not repent? (vs. 15-17.) 

What is the force of verses 18-20, coming after 
verse 17? 
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Nobleness Enkindleth Nobleness 


By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


ENNYSON says of “all the blessed souls in 
heaven,” that they are “both forgivers and for- 
given.” The exigencies of meter and rhyme 
compel the passive participle to follow the noun with 
its activities of grace. But in living Christianity the 
order is reversed. It is after we have been for- 
given that we begin in a true sense to forgive. Christ’s 
lesson is for his disciples, and discipleship commences 
in a wonderful, supernatural, immediate, and irre- 
vocable forgiveness. Then, and only then, we are 
ready to be forgivers ourselves. 
But in this matter, as in every matter, the Master 
summons us to heights which are indeed transcendent. 
Let us see how great his requirements are. 


He speaks of the extent of forgiveness. 

In literal and sober fact, it is to be untiring and 
unlimited. Peter, ever alert to put questions and 
start arguments, wants to know how often he should 
pardon an offending brother, and welcome him back 
again to friendship and good-will. He suggests seven 
times as an ample measure for the exercise of such 
kindness. But Christ takes this perfect number, and 
multiplies it, first by ten, and, once more, by itself — 
I say not, Until seven times, but, Until seventy times 
seven. It is just a synonym for a forgiveness which 
will admit no relaxation and no boundary, which never 
wearies, and which hastens to meet every fresh in- 
dignity with a fresh manifestation of love. (1) 

o God forgives our sins upon sins, sins infinite 
and innumerable. € are aware of some of them; 
we mourn over some. But he can recall others which 
we have quite forgotten; and he sees many which 
we do not even oe our spiritual opgeauliane 
being far duller and less penetrating than his. Yet 
he blots them all out for Christ’s sake, till not one 
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is remembered to our undoing and confusion, This God 
is our “bright Original,” and we are to be imitators 
of him as dear children. We should not count our 
brother’s misdeeds; however numerous they may be, 
they are not the one-hundredth part of our mis- 
deeds against our Lord; and those who have been 
forgiven so frequently and so much ought to go on 
forgiving to the latest minute of their latest day. 


Christ speaks, also, of the motive of forgiveness. 

One of the most beautiful of Lowell’s shorter 
poems describes how there came, late one night, to 
the tent-door-of Yussouf, the Arab sheikh, a fugi- 
tive fleeing for his life. Yussouf took him in, and 
sheltered him, and in the rae oy | gave him money 
and his swiftest horse, that the hunted man might 
make good his escape. But “nobleness enkindleth 
nobleness”; and the fugitive flung himself at Yus- 
souf’s feet, and sobbed out his confession, “All this 
thou hast done, unto that Ibrahim who slew thy 
son.” 
Christ’s parable depicts a similar generosity — that 
of the king, whose servant owes him ten thousand 
talents and has nothing to pay, but who is moved 


with compassion for the poor defaulter and freely ~ 


forgives him all the immensity of his debt. But how 
different in this case is the sequel. The king’s noble- 
ness enkindles no answering nobleness in the man 
whom he has lifted from bankruptcy and despair. 
He sm out from the gracious presence where he 
has fared so utterly beyond his deserts, to browbeat 
a fellow-servant who owes him the merest trifle, and 
to cast him mercilessly into the debtors’ prison. 
Here Yussouf has failed to touch any chord of peni- 
tence and pity, in Ibrahim’s soul. _ 

The God of all grace has forgiven us, we say. 
Well, then, let us recollect that a ®oodness and a 
mercy which are so unspeakable impose new and stu- 
pendous obligations on their recipients. They are 
simply “love’s labor lost,” unless they are teaching 
us in turn to love. Our tempers, our words, and our 
actions are ‘to be translated into the image of the 
divine longsuffering ; and if, in its fulness and wealth, 
it will always surpass our loftiest reach, it is none 
the less the pattern shown us in the Mount to which 
we must be conformed. We have no right to claim 
that God’s exceeding grace has pardoned us, and 
still reckon ourselves at liberty to deal harshly with 
our brother: the harshness is the very contradiction 
of the claim. He who is incalculably better than 
Yussouf lets guilty. Ibrahim go free and loads him 
with benefits, in order that, henceforward, Ibrahim 
may wear His own lineaments and reveal His own 
tenderness. (2) 


Lastly, Christ speaks of the crucial importance of 

forgiveness. 

is parable has a solemn close. It portrays the 
king’s righteous anger, when he learns the churlish 
cruelty of his wicked servant, and the condign pun- 
ishment to which he sentences him. So likewise, the 
Lord goes on, shall my Father do unto you, if ye 
from your hearts forgive not every one his brother 
their trespasses. 

That is not to make God’s reconciliation with us 
dependent ‘on our reconciliation with our fellow-man ; 
the boon of his favor is unconditioned, and can be 
bought by no equivalent it is in our power to give; 
only the Cross of his Son wins it for us, and to this 
Cross we come niless, with nothing in our hands. 
But the truth which Christ is anxious to drive home 
is that no one has really tasted and known the for- 
giveness of the Father who refuses to forgive an err- 
ing neighbor. How can we love the God we have 
not seen, if we are determined not to love the brother 
we have seen? How can God’s kindness have captured 
us, melted us, regenerated us, made us a new creation 
in Christ Jesus, if we are full of unkindness towards 
any one by our side? And how can God’s heaven be 
waiting for us? We must stay outside its gates, in 
darkness and banishment, unless, day after day, we 
are following love’s behest. (3) 


CaRLUKE, SCOTLAND. 
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The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Homeraé Homer-Dixon 


Verse 23.—Consider what it is to be a servant. 
We best learn what true service is by considering the 
Perfect Servant. Behold his obedience unto death, 
‘acd then contrast our disobedience! We marvel at 
his patience when we remember our hesitat‘ons and 
delays. How long would an earthly master tolerate 
the insubordination we show? He bids us “Go” 
(Mark 16:15), and we consider the climate, our 
business, our families, and wonder whether it suits us 
to obey. His last command is not yet carried out, 
and the shame of two-thousand-year-long disobe- 
dience is upon us all! 

Verse 33.—Pity should beget pity. Christ’s love to 
us should beget in us an overwhelming love to the un- 
saved. Because he died for us, let us die for others! 

“In the beauty of~the lilies 

Christ was born across the sea. ... 
As he died to make men holy 

Let us die to make men free.” 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


oe ot? and Forgive.—How oft shall 
...d forgiue him? (vy. 21.) “Forgive 


and forget” is an everyday expression. 
* Forgiveness is a state of heart. For- 


get-ness is a state of mind. If we will 
let the real or fancied injury alone we 
shall forget it. When a thing is forgot- 
ten it is not. When you forget your 
toothache you do not have any. When 
you forget your troubles you are not 
troubled. As a matter of fact there is 
a great company of men and women 
who without any training make up a 
company of most efficient nurses, 
grudge nurses—‘“nursing their wrath 
to keep it warm.” If this nursing could 
be mepeed the patient would die, and 
old Mr. Wrath would be buried. Peter, 
however, wants to know how many times 
Ben Ezra can turn his chickens into 
Peter’s garden and Peter keep sweet and 
send over to Ben Ezra a bunch of rad- 
ishes and a mess of peas. “Every day 
for a week?” asks Peter. That is to 
say, Peter’s question and the question 
of thousands since Peter’s day is this: 
“How long is a fellow to stand it?” 
And that “it” can be a multitude of 
things, in the home and out of the home. 
Many a “bad one” has been converted 
because the mission worker has always 
kept sweet. In Yact, no one has any 
business in religious work who cannot 
sincerely repeat the Lord’s Prayer — 
“forgive us, as we forgive.” ‘Yes, for- 
give and forget. Forget and you will 
not have to forgive (Prov. 24: 29; Rom. 
12:20; 1 Peter 3:9). (1) 


“The Smile that Won’t Come Off.” — 
Until seventy times seven (v. 22). It 
is said that if you will eat a certain 
number of olives you will become an 
oliver or olivette. I do not know how 
that is, but I feel pretty sure that by 
the time a fellow has forgiven a real 
or fancied injury four hundred and 
ninety times the thing will have become 
a habit — and a permanent state of mind, 
or better still, a chronic condition of 
the heart. Peter has been living under 
the law. Law requires duty. Jesus came 
to put Peter and all the world under 
the Gospel. The Gospel demands love. 
Love forgives to the limit. “Mother love 
follows the child to the grave —the 


child’s grave and her own. I know a 
man who has a grandson. “That boy 
can do anything short of murder and 
the old man will think it all right.” 


“The youngster has his granddaddy | 


wrapped around his finger,” is an every- 
day remark in many a family. “Love 





suffereth long.” The difference between | 


the old Jewish way and the new Chris- 
tian way is beautifully shown in Sam- 
son and Stephen. Samson’s prayer was 
for strength to kill his enemies. Ste- 
phen’s prayer was in effect, “Father, for- 
give them” (Judges 16: 28; Acts 7:60). 
Christianity makes strong men. Only 
a strong man can forgive repeated in- 
jury. It is always the “smallest” man 
who is most vindictive. One cf_ this 
sort “had it in” for Uncle Billy Wat- 
son for some fancied injury. When they 
told Uncle Billy what his enemy was 
saying, Uncle Billy gave one of his 
little chuckles and said, “I consider 
the source, as Dan Rice said when the 
mule kicked him.” After you have been 
“knécked” four hundred and _ ninet 
times and laughed each time you will 
— “the smile that won’t come off.” 
(2 


Pass It On.—Therefore is the kingdom 
of heaven likened unto a certain king, 
who would make a reckoning with his 
servants (v. 23). Jim Martin was the 
leader of the calathumpian band that 
thought it was such great fun to gather 
up the tin pans, fish horns, horse fiddles, 
and other rural noise-making devices, and 
at night time “serenade” the Newlyweds. 
And then one day Jim Martin himself 
got married. Oh, boy!! All of his vic- 
tims were on hand that night to pay their 
respects to the riew bridegroom in true 
Tim Martin style. And Jim? Mad? 
Why, he went crazy, and if he had had 
a gun he would have shot some one. 
This is the way of the world. Just try 
teasing the tease. In this familiar story 
the man who was the colossus of bank- 
rupts would not forgive the piker bank- 
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rupt. This has always been the way 
of the irreligious High Placer. It is 
an everyday spectacle in the world of 
affairs to behold the Boss of the Twin 
Six begging off at the bank and goin 
home and squeezing the last cent out of 
the Man of the Tin Lizzie: Many are 
the interpretations of this story, and al- 
most every preacher has in his barrel 
a sermon on it, But whatever other 
lesson Jesus intended to teach, one les- 
son he did teach with tremendous force 
is that it is as dangerous to “put the 
screws on” the little fellow who falls 
into your clutches as it is to stumble “a 
little one,” as we saw in our lesson last 
Sunday. Russia is an exhibit in the case. 
Corrupt and spendthrift nobles and 
ground-down peasants brought that great 
country to a sorry pass. If you are one 
of the highly favored pass the favor 
on down. As God has done to you, do 
pe to the other fellow (Matt. 6:14; 
uke 6: 31). (3) 
CoaTEsviLLe, Pa, 


Reading Suggestions on the 
Lesson of Two Weeks Hence 


HE following books and pamphlets on 

the lesson of January 23, “Promotion in 

the Kingdom” (Matt. 20: 17-28), will be 
found useful. 

The suggestions are here given in advance, 
so that there may be time for o1dering. Sec- 
tion I mentions works from various pub- 
lishers, and will be found, two .weeks later, 
in Dr. Griffith Thomas’ lesson article. Sec- 
tion II describes publications of The Sunday 
Schoal Times Company. 

I. For a commentary on Matthew, Broadus 
is very helpful (Amefican Baptist Pub- 
lication Society, Philadelphia, $2.25). Other 
books to be used with each lesson are 
“Modern Students’ Life of Chfist,” by 
Vollmer (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, $1.50, met); “The Gospel~ of the 
Kingdom,” by Spurgeon (Revell, $1.50); “The 
Students’ Historical Geography of the Holy 
Land,” by W. W. Smith (The Sunday School 
Times Co., $1.50); Davis’ Bible Dictionary 
(Westminster Press, Philadelphia, $3). 

II. Promotion and greatness come through 
service, as is emphasized in the Young Peo- 
ple’s Topic. “The Son of man came not to 
be ministered unto, but to minister.” Ap- 
propriate to the lesson are many sections of 
three little booklets written by the late Henry 
Clay Trumbull, former Editor of The Sun- 
day School Times. They are, “Ourselves and 
Others,” “Duty-Knowing and Duty-Doing,” 
and “Character-Shaping and Character-Show- 


ing’ (so cents each). Another good book is 
“Service and Inspiration” ($1.25), by the Rev. 
Alexander Smellie, D.D, 

For young children, “The Boy with the 


Lunch,” one of ten stories in “A Voice. in 
the Night” ($1), will make a lasting impres- 
sion. All these books may be obtained from 
The Sunday School Times Company, . 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadélphia. 


4 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

Scaool Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
“Rey may not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar. which 
will be sent for ten cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 

Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better chance of acceptance than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 

hort spaaeratione, at tang 3 ih wae 
are greatly preferred. ey w accep 
ahead of longer ones equally good, 

When the Debt was Paid.—/ forgave 
thee all that debt (v. 32). Henry Clay 
was atione time considerably distressed 
by a’ large debt due to the bank. Some 
of his friends heard of this and quietly 
raised the money and paid off the debt, 
without notifying Mr. Clay. One day 
he went to the bank and said, “I have 
called to see you in reference to that 
debt of mine.” “You don’t owe us any- 
thing,” was the reply. Mr. Clay looked 
inquiringly, and said, “You don’t under- 
stand me. I came to see about that 
debt which I am owing to the bank.” 
“You don’t owe us anything.” “Why? 
How am I to understand you?” “A 
number of your friends have paid off 
that debt, and you do not owe this bank 
a dollar.” The tears’ rushed to Mr. 
Clay’s eyes, and, unable to speak, he 
turned and walked out of the bank. But 
that is a-very faint image of what Christ 








has done for you—From Dr. L, A. 
Banks, in “The Great Saints. of’ the 
Bible.” Sent by Geo. Goodall, Guatemala, 

A Multiplied Forgiveness.—Forgive 
. +. every one his brother (v. 35). 
Salvation Army officer tells of an old 
Maori woman who had won the name of 
“Warrior Brown” by her fighting qual- 
ities when in drink or enraged. She 
was converted and gave her testimony 
at the open-air meeting, whereupon some 
foolish person hit her with a potato, a 
nasty blow. A week before, the cow- 
ardly insulter would have needed to 
make himself scarce for his trou- 
ble; but what a change! “Warrior” 
picked up the potato without a word and 
put it in her pocket. No more was heard 
of the incident until the’ harvest festi- 
val came round, and then “Warrior” 
brought a little sack of potatoes and ex- 
plained that she had cut up and planted 
the insulting potato, and was now pre- 
senting to the Lord its increase.—From 
the Sunddy Companion.’ Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Leicester, Eng. (1 

How the Soldier Answered Back.— 
Forgive ... every one his brother F sane 
your hearts (v. 35). hen in Egypt 
some years ago, holding meetings among 
soldiers, the Rev. J. Stuart Holden states 
that he asked a big sergeant in a High- 
land regiment, who was as bright and 
shinirg” for the Lord as it is possible 
for a saved soldier to be, how he was 
brought to Christ. His answer was this: 
“There is a private in the same company 
who was converted in Malta before the 
regiment came on to Egypt. We gave 
that fellow an awful time. The devil 
got possession of me, and.I made that 
man’s life a positive burden to him. 
Well, one night, a terribly wet night, 
he came in from sentry-go. He was 
very tired and very wet, and before get- 
ting into bed he got down to pray. My 
boots were heavy with wet and mud, 
and I let him have one on one side of 
the head and the other on the other side; 
and he just went on with his prayers. 
Next morning I found those boots beau- 
tifully polished by the side of my bed. 
That was his reply to me; and it just 
broke my heart, and I was saved that 
day.”—From the Sunday at Home. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. The prize 
for this week is awarded to this illus- 
tration. (2) 

Like Friends.—/f ye forgive men their 
trespasses, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you (Golden Text). My two 
little girls, one fine morning, started out 
for their kindergarten. They were lit- 
tle mites, and it was pretty to-see the 
care the elder one took of her sister. 
This: morning little sister was cross. 
“Oh, come along,” said the elder one 
coaxingly, “g°@® me your hand, and let’s 
go like two little friends, not like two 
little sisters!” It was a childish word 
that we have often laughed over, and 
yet how often one longs that the kind- 
ness and consideration which is so freely 
shown fo friends might be poured out 
at home, like the consecrating oil, making 
the home holy to God.—From the Sunday 
Circle. Se:t by W. R. Clark, Belper, 
Eng. (3) , 

Why Hit Back?—/f ye forgive men 
their trespasses, your heavenly Father 
will also Tenwies you (Golden Text). A 
lady once, when she was @ little girl, 
learned a good lesson, which she tells 
for the benefit of whom it may concern: 
“One frosty morning I was looking out 
of the window into my father’s farm- 
yard, where stood many cows, oxen, and 
horses waiting to drink. It was a cold 
morning. The cattle all stood very still 
and meek, till one of the cows attempted 
to turn round. In making the attempt 
she h2ppened to hit her next neighbor, 
whereupon the neighbor kicked and hit 
another. In five minutes the whole herd 
were kicking each other with fury. My 
mother laughed, and said: ‘See what 
comes of kicking when you are hit. Just 
so, I have seen one cross word set a 
whole family by the ears on some frosty 
morning.’ Afterward, if my brothers or 
myself were a little irritable, she would 
say, “Take care, my children. Remem- 
ber how the fight in the farmyard be- 
gan. Never give back a kick for a hit, 
and you will save yourselves and others 
a great deal of trouble.”—From the 
Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by W. 
R. Clark, Belper, Eng. 
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é@ forgive men ir -tres S, your 
Somealy Father will also forgive spo 
(Golden Text). A story is told of Peter 
Miller, a_ plain Baptist preacher of 
Ephrata, Pa., in the days of the Revo- 
jutionary.War. Near his church lived 
a man who abused the pastor to the last 
limit. The man became involved in trea- 
son, and was arrested and sentenced to 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories" 
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Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 


Jetts are only attempting te visualize the 
story as told in the lesson parable. The 
lesson itself is almost too obvious to be 
helped by elaboration. ‘The teacher’s main 
concern may be to see that the pupils read 
the text andj,look upon the drama enacted 
in the scenes. 

If the torture scene is “harrowing for the 
very young, the teacher may take scissors and 
cut it out before the torturer screws down 
too hard upon the victim’s legs. However, 
it may be assumed that long before his bones 
are crushed the ingrate will disclose the re- 
sourcés with which to “pay that which is 
due.” -He is that kind. He doubtless could 
have paid at first. 

With this clear-cut parable, gur Lord has 
stripped us bare of pretense and revealed in 
startling parallel the one-sidedness and in- 
consistency of our own “Forgive” program. 
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light, will t the pardon.”— 
rom Church Problems, Sent by Leslie 
E. Dunkin, Kokomo, Ind. 

. - 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
who are we that we should debate our for- 
giveness of others? Thou hast mercifully 
forgiven us. as we have turned to thee in 
confession and repentance. We pray that 
by thy grace we may so freely forgive others 
that we shall not think it an achievement 
at all to forgive. It is thy blessed work, 
not ours. If any of us to-day should remem- 
ber the name of-one whom we have not for- 
given, may we speedily in this very moment 
tell thee our sin of unforgiveness, and lift up 
our hearts to thee in earnest petition that 
we may forgive without delay the one who 
may have wronged us, Lord, may we have 
no self-satisfaction in this, but glorify thee, 
as we remember thy- merciful goodness to 
us. In thy dear name we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—“I can forgive, but 
—” Yes, that is just the trouble. We 
degsive ourselves by thinking that this 
sof of forgiveness is forgiveness at all. 
It4s just that little word at the end that 
spoils the whole plan. If God should 
forgive us, “but—,” what would be our 
desperate and pitiful state? No one likes 
«o think of that. We have not a God 
who reserves anything when he forgives 
us. “As far as the east is from the west, 
so far hath he removed our transgres- 
sions from us.” If you keep just a lit- 
tle lurking resentment in your mind 
toward the persons whom you think you 
have forgiven, you really have no right 
to claim that you have forgiven. It isn’t 
in us to forgive, that is certain. It is 
in God, and-in Christ tq, forgive; and 
when Christ dwells in us in his wonder- 
ful fulness of lové, then indeed it is in 
us because of him to. forgive and to do 
so freely. Is there anybody against 
whom you have a grudge to-day, with 
whom you would like to get square? 
Oh, let the old grudge go, remembering 
God’s mercy to you! And as you hope 
to be forgiven, so be a forgiver your- 
self, in the grace of Christ. Will, you 
ask him to enable you to do that to-day? 
Let us pray. 


IF YE OTHERS 
eop wit FORGIVE Yop 
“BE YE KIND” 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“To-day thy mercy calls.” 
“I gave my life for thee.” 
“Love divine, all loves excelling.” 
“We give Thee but thine own.” 
“Jesus, and shall it ever be.” 
“IT hear thy welcome voice.” 
“I lay my sins on Jesus.” 
“I am coming to the cross.” 
(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 
Psalm 51 : 10-17 (114-: 1-4). 
Psalm 139 : 1-24 (280 : 1-3). 
Psalm 32: 1-11 (71 : 1-3). 
Psalm 133: 1-3 (270: 1-2). 
Psalm 103 : 1-13 (209 : 1-4). 





[ Department Helps 





For the Primary. Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 
Hig a aang TEAcHING.—God is pleased 


when his children forgive. 


Note—Primary children are supposed 
to. know the Lord’s Prayer. It seems 
unfortunate that when repeated in con- 


fusion because of uncertainty whether 
to.say, Forgive us our debts, or ires- 


es. Because of this the spirit of the 
er ill oy mg Children should under- 


stand the meaning to be, Forgive us our 


| Sins, as we forgive others. 


Recently, in the lesson for November 
14, 1920, Jesus proved his power to for- 
give sins, when he healed the palsied 
man. To-day’s story makes plain the 
phrase, “as we forgive others.” In your 
story mention briefly the wrong which 
Joseph was willing to forgive. 

_ Review-and Introduction.—People love 

to ask questions. When Jesus’ disciples 
asked, Who shall be greatest in your 
kingdom? Jesus took a little child. in 
his arms, and talked about God’s care 
for them always and everywhere. ‘Then 
he told the story about the lost sheep 
and the kind shepherd. The Lord is 
my Shepherd. 

The disciples asked other questions, 
Peter said, Lord, if my brother does 
wrong to me, shall I forgive him seven 
times? Jesus said, Not only seven times, 
but seventy times seven. Yealia knew a 
Bible story about a man who forgave 
his brothers, who wronged him ‘when 
he was a@ boy. You will enjoy this story. 


Lesson Story—Joseph had ten older 
brothers and one younger. gomee was 
so obedient and kind that he was the 
favorite of his father, Jacob. Because 
of this, his older brothers hated him, 
and wanted to get rid of him. They 
were shepherds, who sometimes led their 
sheep far from home to find good pas- 
tures. 

One day Jacob-sent Joseph to find 
them and bring back word how they 
were getting along. That gave his 
brothers a chance to get rid of him, for 
they sold him as a slave when a pro- 
cession of merchants passed on their 
way to Egypt. ‘There Joseph lived and 
grew to manhood. is brothers lied 
to their old father, ye and made 
him believe that Joseph was dead. 

Twenty years passed. Joseph was no 
longer. a slave, but a great governor, 
next to King Pharaoh, who honored 
Joseph, because he had built storehouses 
to save enough grain to feed the people 
of Egypt during seven years of famine. 

In the country where Joseph’s broth- 
ers lived there was a famine and but 
little food for people, cattle, or sheep, 
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60 Jacob sent his ten sons to Egypt to 


n. 

Joseph saw them he knew them, 
but: they never dreamed that the great 
eigen was their brother, whom they 

sold when he was seventeen, 

a § came and returned home, loaded 
with grain. When that was nearly gone 
they came again, and brought Benjamin 
their youngest brother. Soon after they 
had started home Joseph sent a mes- 
senger to bring them back, for he had 
decided to tell them who he was. The 
brothers felt troubled to be brought back 
to the governor’s palace. Joseph had 
the chance to pay them back and punish 
them for the wrong which they had done 
to him so long before, but he was kind 
tender-hearted, and forgiving toward 
them, 

Joseph ordered everybody from the 
room except his brothers, who did not 
know him. They felt afraid, not know- 
ing what to expect. Then Joseph said, 
I am Joseph. Is my. father yt alive? 
He wept for joy, so that the Egyptians 
heard and wondered. 

The brothers felt greatly troubled, so 
Joseph said kindly, Come near. When 
they came he said, J am Joseph your 
brother, whom you sold into Egypt. 
They were frightened, expecting to be 
punished, but Joseph said, Be not grieved 
nor angry with yourselves. God sent 
me before you to preserve life. He 
made Pharaoh to be kind to me and to 
make me ruler. There will be five more 
years of famine, so make haste, go and 
tell my father about my glory and bring 
him here to see for himself. 

You shall all live near me, in Goshen, 
and have plenty, you and your children 
and the grandchildren, the flocks and 
herds, and all that you have. I will care 
for you until the famine is over. 

The brothers could not believe what 
they heard. Joseph said again, You see, 
and my brother Benjamin sees, that it 
is Joseph who speaks to you. Hurry to 
tell my father, and bring him to Egypt. 
The brothers knew that they did not 
deserve such kindness and forgiveness. 
Joseph kissed them all, which proved 

is love for them. They talked a long 
time before they started home to bring 
Jacob and their wives and children to live 
in Egypt. It all seemed too good to be 
true. (Close with the Lord’s Prayer.) 


Peorta, Itt. 


The Lesson Castoon for This Week 


‘hese Lesson Cartoons, copyright by The Sunday School Times Company, may be had in 
stereopticon slides from George W. Bond Slide Co., Inc., 610 Masonic ‘femple, Chicago. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
t. Jesus’ principle of forgiveness. 

2. His illustration of the principle. 
3. His application of it. 


VV BEtTaER our girls are training 
directly now for teaching or not 
they, and surely we, their present 
teachers, will profit by observing Jesus’ 
lan for teaching an abstract truth. 
irst, he set out the principle of Chris- 
tian forgiveness, verses 15-17, with the 
hidden spring for success in applying 
the method, verses 18-20; second, when 
he saw that one of his listeners did not 
yet grasp the truth clearly, he illustrated 
it with one of his matchless parables, 
a story form of teaching that always 
hits the mark; third, he directly and 
definitely made personal application of 
this truth to his immediate listeners. 
Certainly we cannot improve upon his 
plain plan. (1 

1. What, then, is Jesus’ principle of 
forgiveness? First, he enjoins direct 
dealing between the two at outs, no gos- 
sip carried by others, no go-betweens, 
no nursing of a secret grievance. Bring 
out frankly the trouble in a face-to-face 
interview, thereby to gain not only for- 

iveness upon either side, but “thy 

rother” himself, the friend, the loved 
one you had “lost.” Is it true forgive- 
ness unless you do? Then, having tried 
the best way first, if it fails take wit- 
nesses, and finally the Christian group, in 
a united effort to “gain thy brother” back 
in forgiving love. (2) 

Then Jesus gives us the hidden spring 
of success in this personal method, the 
prayer of the agreeing two, with its 
promise of fulfilment. fs it not strikin 
to find his promise to be in the midst o 
such a prayer group in connection with 
the prayer that seeks reconciliation with 
a brother? It accords with the place 
of prominence and importance he gives 
forgiveness towards others in his model 
prayer — “forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive ‘our debtors.” How well he 
knows that an unforgiven wrong blocks 
the channel to what he could do for and 
with us. It may seem a little thing, 
but, like so many other seemingly lit- 
tle things, largé and_ vital ones depend 
upon it. How little even he can do 
for the unloving heart while it holds 
on to its unlove! (3) 

Is not this very sin one of the com- 
monest among girls? We who know 
them and love them must admit that it 
is, this cherishing of “small” grievances 
against others, justifying themselves 
upon the grounds that the grievance is 
quite “fair,” or just, from their point 
of view. Grant that it is—did not the 
Master say “if thy brother sin against 
thee”? However much wrong is on 
the other side, what of the wrong of 
not forgiving the wrong, or seeking to 
win bac 
wronged you? (4) 

2. Like Peter, some girls will surely 
say, or maybe just think, “Well, I have 
forgiven and forgiven until I am tired 
of it. How often shall I repeat this 
business of forgiving?” Give her the 
same story the Teacher gave Peter. 
Make it plain, as he did, how absurdly 
little is our greatest forgiveness of one 
another compared with his infinite for- 

iveness of us—$10,000,000 against about 
S16! Also note the impatient cruelty 
of -the servant with his fellow-servant 














tcompared with the compassion that re- 
‘leased and forgave him his own stag- 


Pgering debt. So)are our Father’s ways 

igher than our ways, his thoughts than 
our thoughts. There is a little-big word 
in verse 33 which reminds us again of 
our Lord’s prayer, “shouldest not thou 
also have had mercy . . . ¢ven as I had 
had mercy?” And of that other word 
in that fifth chapter, to his own disciples, 
“Ye therefore shall be perfect, as your 
Heavenly Father is perfect.” S*re it 
is so clear that he expects us to ‘Jor- 
give as- he forgives, we may be sure 
he will give the grace so to do, if 
only we are willing to let him give it 
to us. It is too hard for us, but not for 
him. (5) 





3. Close with the ‘same application 


as a brother the one who has . 


et tale 
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Jesus closed this discussion with. How 
much wrong is in wunforgiveness is 
plainly seén by Jesus’ statement that 
our Father will do unto such unforgiv- 
ing ones even as the righteously indig- 
nant lord did to his unforgiving, though 
forgiven, servant. The very last three 
words throw back a veritable search- 
light upon the whole teaching: it must 
all be “from your hearts,” else the per- 
sonal interviews, the prayers, the re- 
seated forgivenesses will all be in vain. 
For only when the heart is surrendered 
can he come in and enable us to carry 
out his plan, his own commands. (6) 


Home Study 
Read Luke 17:3, 4; Ephesians 4: 31, 
32; Colossians 3: 12-15. 
Decatur, GA. 
we 


Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week © 
Beginning: Peppery Peter. 
Discussion: Really, did Jesus mean we 

ought to forgive an offender four hun- 

dred and ninety times? Or did they have 

a different kind of an arithmetic in those 

days? Is it not possible to condemn a 

sin, while we forgive the sinner? Is that 

not what God does for us? 

Objective: When there is an offense 
to forgive, let us look inward for a mo- 
ment upon what has been forgiven us. 











AY, fellows, I want you to take a 

fook at Simon Peter to-day. He is 
as interesting as a fast game of volley 
ball. And he did get some hot ones 
handed to him. Impulsive fellow that he 
was, he was always getting his foot into 
it. Peter was a plunger; he wanted to 
do things, and do them right now. Loyal 
soul — he would fight for his friend at 
the drop of a hat; but he was subject 
to fits of depression, and at such times 
his heart would fail him, or he would lose 


his grip on himself. and do something | 
| Sunday; he repeated the offense Monday, 
land I forgave him again; also the same 
|on Tuesday. 


to regret sorely afterward. 

Now, fellows, Jesus loved Peter with 
a mighty love, and he’ spent much time 
helping him to gain self-control 
learn to be a steady, 





and | 
thorough-going, | 


dependable Christian. Many times Jesus 
had to call him down sharply. Once he 
even called Peter “Satan” (see Mark 
8:33). It really was Satan to whom 
Jesus spoke — Satan operating in Peter, 
as he operates in you and me sometimes 
when we are weak enough to permit it; 
but it must have been an awful jolt to 
Peter to get that from his Master. 

Peter gradually improved: He was 
making an honest effort to be the man 
he ought to be; but there was one thing 
which gave him more trouble than any- 
thing else. He got to the point where he 
could close his jaws tight and keep from 
calling down the fellow who made him 
mad, but he couldn’t keep from surging 
inside. He would surge when he went to 
bed, and he would be still surging when 
he got tu Il inside. After a while he 
got to where he could forgive, but when 
the offense was repeated it was “all off,” 
and Peter would find himself. surging 
again. Now the second surging was just 
as uncomfortable and made him feel as 
mean as the first, so Peter began to 
wonder just what would be the limit, 
according to Jesus’ idea, to which a man 
must forgive and then surge and feel 
good over it. You see, Peter was trying 
to train by the rules of Jesus, so it was 

uite the proper thing for him to ask 

Tests about it when in doubt. A good 
sport.is always ready to listen to the 
Coach, ° 

Jesus was teaching the Golden Rule, 
the law of kindness and of good-will. 
He had just been showing how to make 
peace with one who has done you an in- 
jury, when Peter spoke up and asked 
the. question which brought forth one of 
Jesus” most remarkable parables. Peter 
said: “Lord, hew oft shall my brother 
sin against me, and I forgive him? until 


seven times?” 

Seven times! Think of that. It was 
going some, wasn’t it? Doubtless Peter 
thought so. Perhaps he said to himself: 
“Well, for once I have proposed some- 


thing which will show the Lord, that I | 
longsuffering | 


learned to be a I 
Just imagine it: Forgave him 


have 
Peter. 


He deliberately did that 
dirty trick again on Wednesday, and’ I 
still stood my ground on the forgiving 


program. Thursday and Friday the 
rascal repeated the offense, and I forgave, 
and did it again on Saturday; that was 
— le merceterye lot a pre | came 

e ungrateful wretch was at it again, 
and I’m done. Seven times! It was a 
wonderful test of my .control, and I 
shall present it to the Lord—” 

And what did Jesus say? Why, Peter 
must have staggered under that answer, 
for it revealed to him far more than the 
“four hundred and ninety times” pro- 
gram. In the light of that parable which 
we have just read in Matthew 18: 21-35, 
it revealed to Peter that God had al- 
rready forgiven so much that was sinful 
in him that he might just as well settle 
down to a program of forgiving his 
brother every day for the balance of his 
life, if he did not want to forfeit the for- 
eons of God. No more surging for 

eter. 

And that is what the lesson means 
for you and for me to-day. A mis- 
sionary once said, “We cannot outgive 
God.” It is quite as true that we can- 
not out-forgive God. And, moreover, 
we dare not harbor unforgiveness in 
our hearts against any fellow-being, for 
when we do it we are dangerously close 
to the edge of a fearful precipice, where 
one slip would put us— with the Tor- 
mentors. 

Let’s all shake hands —hard! 


CHATTANOOGA, TENN. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Paul Rader 





January 16. Self-Control: How to Get It; Its 
Rewards. 1 Cor. 9: 24-27. (Temperance 
meeting.) 

January 23. Missionary Results in Asia. Isa. 
52:7-15. (Foreign missionary meeting.) 

January 30. Christian Endeavor: Accomplish- 
ments and Possibilities. Phil. g : 7-14. 
(Christian Endeavor Day.) 

February 6. A Surrendered and Victorious 
Life. Col. 2:1-7. (Decision Day.) 


Sunday, Jandary 9 


The Most Helpful Passages in the Bible 
(Psa. 119 : 129-136) 


Mon.—The Ten Commandments (Exod. 20: 
1-17). The goal of all our living is stated in 
the first commandment, which Jesus repeats, 
adding, “‘And thy neighbor as_ thyself.” 
This goal can be reached only by the power 
of the indwelling Christ, and a death to the 
self-life through the working of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Tues.—The Beatitudes (Matt. 5 :Y-12). “Bless- 
ed” is a wonderful word in the Bible, and 
holds a wealth of treasure for the believing 
heart. The blessed man is, a man around 
whom God seems to build a wall of defense 
“against his enemies, bringing within that 
fortified area a multitude of mercies and 
bounties. However, “grace” is a_ bigger 
word still, for grace is unmerited favor. 

Wed.—The Love Chapter (1 Cor. 13). There 
are attributes 6f God outlined and dem- 
onstrated in the Word of God; but there 
are three things which are not character- 
istics of God, but the essence of God. These 
are Light, Life, and Love. These three 
things God IS. 

Thurs.—The Service Chapter (Rom. 12). There 
can be no real service without sacrifice. 
Therefore God asks for our: bodies first as 
a living sacrifice. Mark well this, “which 
is your reasonable service.” Most folks’ 
minds run-ismmediately to “do” the moment 
one speaks of service. Remember; With 
God it is sacrifice first. 


Fri.—The Heart of Christ’s Message (John 3). 
The new birth, the substituted life of the 
Lord Jesus for our old life, is the great 
good news for-man. The old life and its 
sin was put away when Christ Jesus died 
in the place of sinners on the cross. This 
new life whgch he offers came out of the 
grave, it is all a gift. 

Sat.—A Prophet’s Voice (Isa.\s5 : 1-13). Think 
what a wonderful guarantee of the prom- 
ises of God we have in this lesson, {It 
shall not return unto me void.” Never 
speculate on the Word of God, but experi- 
mént*as much as you choose. Its validity 





rests on the fulfilment of prophecy. It 
must be tried out in the heart, and wher- 
ever it is so tried out it proves itself to 
be God’s Word. 


F A person should try to tell all his fav- 
orite Scripture passages, those passages 
would at ence become a good commen- 





| tary on his spirituality. The whole 


thermore cannot, understand. spiritual 
things. The reason for this is given, 
and it is that the natural man is spir- 
itually dead and cannot understand spir- 
itua] things, for they are opiritinnliy aio: 
cerned. e theory is that dog can 
understand dog by the dog life within 
him; and man understands man by the 
spirit of man which is within him; but 
he cannot understand God until the. Spirit ; 
of God is put within him. This has 
not been done with the natural man. 
When we are born again the Spirit comes 
into our hearts and we know God "for 
the first time; and at this ti as 

Scriptures say, we cry “Abba, Father.” 

The second are carnal Christians, who 
walk as babes. In such Christians the 
flesh, or self-life, shows up much more 
to the public eye than Christ’s life. 
They are the Christians who need enter- 
taining, and they quarrel and are proud. 

hen, too, as some one has said, they 
show their babyhood most when y 
eat. Like babes, they cannot feed them- 
selves. That is, they cannot take up 
the Bible and enjoy it themselves, some 
one has to break it up into small texts 
and feed them very small bits at a time. 
Then, they mix things up. They do not 
know the difference between grace and 
law. I think myself that this is a most 
sure test. They are forever wanting to 
do big things instead of using the big 
things already done for them by Christ, 
and letting him do big things through 
them. 

The third is a spiritual person. If you 
will turn to,1 Corinthians 2: 14 and read 
right through: to or Sit you will 
get the teaching ef d’s Word about 
all this. 

Now ask yourself, “To which one of 
these do I belong?” Look again over 
your favorite passages of Scripture, and 
see if ge | do not clearly indicate the 
class to which the Spirit of God would 
assign you. 

‘The spiritual man is the one in whom 
the Spirit in a crisis hour has broken’ the 
flesh life,‘and he has fully’ surreridered to 
the will of Christ. This crisis is not timed 
in the Christian’s life. It-should take 
place the first time a Christian comes 
to the test of wanting his own way. It 
will come at that time if. young Chris- 
tians obey the Holy Spirit; but most 
Christians at the time of testing take 
their own way and go on wandering 
in a flesh life. When one comes to a 
crisis ‘with his own way, and there is 
a full breaking of the will and full faith 
in Christ to be all that the heart needs, 
a full and loving trust in his leadership 
the Holy Spirit unhindered and ungrieve 
can come into the heart in all his fulness. 

Do any of your passages have to do 


with this fully surrendered and Spirit- ~ 


filled life? 


What is your favorite Bible passage? 
Why ?—Since “all re is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable” (2 
Tim. 3:16), it is difficult to settle upon 
one favorite. John 3:16, because it is 
the heart of the Gospel of salvation; 
Philippians 1:21, because it is the heart 
of victory; t John 3:2, 3, because it is 
the heart of resurrection life in glory. 


How did Jesus find help in the Old 
Testament? — Through having been 
taught from childhood up in the Scrip- 
tures. 


Why should great Bible passages be 
memorized ?—We hide the Word in the 
heart by memorizing it for the purpose 
given in Psalm 119:11; and for seed- 
sowing (Matt. 13: 3-9). 

Moopy CuurcH TABERNACLE, CHICAGO. 


Do you want the school to know some 
of the most memorable Bible texts; the 
outstanding Bible events; and many 
other things in and about the Bible that 
a Sunday-school should know? Try 
drilling the school for three to five min- 
utes each Sunday on Smith’s Supple- 
mental Bible Question Course. It’s 
wonderfully interesting and stimulating. 
It may be had from The Sunday School 
Times Company for 75 cents, 
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Modernism in One University 


This article reviews “What Did 

Jesus Teach,” by Frank Pierrepont 

Graves (Macmillan Company, New 
York, $1.75) 


HE interest of this book lies in the 

fact of its inception and in the cir- 
cumstances under which its soe py: was 
given. The.war was considered a tavor- 
able time to inquire af as. to what 
constituted Christianity, and acting on 
this belief the: Christian Association of 
the Uniyersity of Pennsylvania started 
a campa to induce at least two thou- 
sand students to read the life and say- 
i of Christ as presented in the Gos- 
= Pr Mark, The_main purpose was 
to discover what Christianity actually 
is, when, in the writer’s words, it is 
“stripped of the accretions that subse- 
quent time has gathered around it.”. The 
the course were.a mix- 
ture of “Jews, Catholics, Protestants of 
numerous shades of belief, and not a few 
who like to call themselves agnostics.” 
It is evident that with such a constitu- 
ency there was a definite reason for 
limiting the discussion to what was 
thought to be the. essential teaching of 
Christ, “and to exclude as far as pos- 
sible all. extraneous and sectarian mat- 
ter.” 

We are told that the campaign “seems 
to have been a conspicuous success,” and 
on this account it is believed that the 
material in printed form may be useful 
under similar circumstances. The studies 
here presented are those which were 
Originally given. The writer disarms 


“ériticism by speaking of his being “un- 


trained in theology,” and of the book as 
the work of an -educationalist looking 
at the subject from his own angle. But 
although he describes himself in this 
way, there are many incursions into: the 
realms. of. criticism and theology, for 
obviously he. could not possibly limit 
himself to purely pedagogical matters. 
It is therefore important-to consider as 
carefully as possible what the book con- 
tains, in view of the use: to which its 
material has been put. 

The Gospels are discussed entirely 
from the human standpoint, without the 
slightest regard to any view of Divine 
inspiration. The position of those who 
believe in what the Christian church 
has always regarded as the authority 
of the Gospels is spoken of as “verbal 
inspiration,” which is set forth as the 
only antithesis to the view here main- 
tained. But this raises an entirely false 
issue because the question is not of this 
or that view of inspiration, but whether 
the Gospels have any inspiration at all. 
The fundamental question is whether 
they are possessed of Divine authority 
for their information about Christ, or 
whether they are purely human and nat- 
uralistic documents. In rejecting the 
term “verbal inspiration” the author also 
rejects entirely the idea that the Gospels 
are anything beyond the products of 
human intelligence. It will thus be seen 
that from the outset the teaching of the 
book is vitiated for those who stil! be- 
lieve that somehow or other the Gospels 
poceens a divinely authoritative message, 
t is not surprising, therefore, that the 
Fourth Gospel is not regarded as his- 
torical or as a chronicle of events, but 
as an interpretation in philosophical form 
of the meaning of the life of Christ. 

The teaching of Christ is stated to be 
“largely summed up in the fatherhood 
of God and the brotherhood of man, 
and in his conception of the Kingdom 
of Heaven” (p. 42). While God is the 
father of all, men can only become his 
children. by acquiring moral attributes. 
Sonship rests in their own efforts (p. 
70), and they must claim their birth- 
tight by striving after the divine charac- 
feristics required of them (p. 95). It 
almost goes without saying that there is 
no adequate teaching on sin and there- 
fore nothing about redemption. It is 
curious that the theological meaning of 
the term “lost” is understood to mean 
irreparable, and accordingly it is main- 
tained that our Lord did not use the 


Worth Knowing | 





| 


word in this sense. Of course he did not, 
nor does any one else, even among those 

ologians to whom the author refers 
with a good deal of severity. The very 
essence of the Gospel is that while men 
are indeed “lost” through sin they can 
be “found” bec- ie of the power of Di- 
vine grace. Conversion is described as 
“overcoming or reshaping the inherited 
instincts and fixed habits that are in- 
consistent with the highest ideals and 
the life of reason” (p. 119). It would 
be interesting to see whether this de- 
scription would work among the de- 
praved outcasts in our slums. It would 
certainly need a good deal of explana- 
tion and amplification. 

The death of~Christ is spoken of as 
the “supreme test of his devotion to 
God” (p. 121), and anything else in the 
way of what Christ himself called “ran- 
som” is naturally ignored, the death be- 
ing simply an example of fidelity to 


uty. 

It is fully admitted that Christ be- 
lieved himself to be the Messiah, or at 
least that he presented his teaching in 
what are called “Messianic categories” 
(p. 180), but it is said that these had 
begun to lose their. meaning almost be- 
fore the Gospels were recorded, and to- 
day the world is helped by the moral and 
religious teachings of Christ “rather than 
in. the consummation of a Messianic 
Kingdom and .in his coming in power 
and glory” (p. 181). It will be seen from 
this that the author is not prepared to 
take the Gospels as he finds them, but 
submits them to a severe pruning so 
as to get rid of dmegeesy Ais g ing 
that constitutes a divine claim by Christ. 
It must also be said that his. attitudé to 
our Lord is somewhat patronizing, as, 
for instance, when he speaks of Christ 
seeing into the hearts of men “with a 
keenness that has scarcely been equalled 
by the greatest educators of modern 
times,” and when he refers to Christ's 
skilful “dialectic”? as “worthy of his 
famous pagan forerunner, Socrates” (p. 
56). All this is trying to those to whom 
Jesus Christ is Lord and Saviour. 

The truth is that there is nothing about 
Christ in this book which could not be 
accepted by a Upitarian, for even our 
Lord’s sonship, while admitted to be 
“unique” is “always susceptible of mean- 
ing moral kinship and sympathy” (p. 82). 
It is a matter of great regret that univer- 
sity students should be given the impres- 
sion that the teaching embodied here is 
that of the Gospels, because it is obvi- 
ous that a great deal contained therein 
is altogether set aside, even though there 
is nothing in criticism to warrant it. If, 
however, a university “Christian Asso- 
ciation” brings together a heterogeneous 
body of Jews, Catholics, Protestants, and 
agnostics and determines to exclude what 
is called “all extraneous and sectarian 
matter,” the result is easily foreseen. 
And yet it is now understood that the 
proper method of teaching is by induc- 
tion, which means the careful collection 
and compilation of every available fact 
without setting anything aside by any 
purely a priori assumptions. As a mod- 
ern writer has well said, we may dis- 
agree with the New Testament view of 
things, but intellectual honesty should 
compel us to recognize its existence. It 
is well known that even if the Gospel of 
Mark is separated into strata, as some 
modern rationalistic critics would have 
us believe, there can still be shown to 
abide in it the essential supernatural and 
superhuman figure of Christ. 

This is a point which Dr. Graves has 
never faced, and therefore did not put 
before the students to whom the mate- 
rial in this book was given. It is there- 
fore a matter of profound regret that 
university studenfs should have so in- 
accurate and misleading -presentation of 
Christ as is found here, and it is also a 
matter of extreme surprise that any one 
on the staff of a university should be 
able to ignore patent facts and still think 
that he-has given a scientific treatment 
of the subject. The book has some use- 
ful suggestions in regard to educational 


ments. 
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ment of the essential teaching of Christ 
it is both inadequate and inaccurate. If 
this is at all representative of what uni- 
versity men and women are getting in 
connection with their Bible stiad groups, 
it is not surprising that por Hheree: § religion 
and genuine respect for the authority of 
the Bible should be at a discount in many 
of our seats of learning. 


ve 
Coming Events (By G. B. M. Clouser). 


—Aiming to be a manual of the teach- 
ings of jesus on eschatology this work 
gathers Bible teaching on the things of 


the end in compact form... The chapter 
on Death is a masterly compression and 
arrangement. However, while the author 
leans toward pre-millennial views, there 
is a post-millennial coloring at several 
points that results in a perplexing con- 
fusion. The chapters on the Coming 
of the Son of Man and Christ’s Earthly 


Reign are examples of this. As to the 
manner of Christ’s coming one finds 
quoted only Acts 1:10 and Revelation 


1:7 (“every eye shall see him”), and 
yet one is also told to expect the mi:- 
lennial reign on earth. Notwithstanding 
this confusion the book will be found 
helpful for the useful synopses found 
in almost every chapter. (United'Evan- 
elical Publishing House, Harrisburg, 
'a., 50 cents.) 


Young People’s History of the Pil- 
eP (By William Elhot Griffis).— 
r. Griffis, veteran educator, author, and 
traveler, is thoroughly familiar ‘with 
the three homes of the Pilgrims, Eng- 
land, Holland, and New England. In 
this interesting book he gives a popu- 
lar yet comprehensive survey of the 
movement and its chief leaders and 
members. Several delightful chapters 
tell of the everyday life of the people 
of that time, their games and amuse- 
In matters theo! »gical, one wishes 

that some statements had been made 





and pedagogical methods, but as a state- 








quite differently, others are particularly 





good. The book is both informing and 
interesting. (Houghton Mifflin Co., Bos- 
ton and New York, $3.) 


PROBLEMS 


OF THE 


Christian College Student 


By J. A. Morris Kimsee, M.A. 





Just the thing for parent, pastor, 
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to the young man or woman start- 
ing out for college. 
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25c, postpaid. 
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May now be obtained direct from The 
Sunday School Times ange 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. his is 
in response to the urgent request of 
many readers. 


Out of the Desert, a Gift, $1.25 
The Well by the Way, $1.25 
Service and Inspiration, $1.25 


Books of counsel and company for the 
Sabbath evening. Special price for 
the set of three books, $3.25. 


In the Hour of Silence, $1.25 


A book of daily meditations for the 
entire year. 
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Choice Scripture meditations by Dr. Alexander Smellie, Britain’s 


2.—Messages for the Morning Watch, $1.00 
Devotional studies in Genesis with i 
, Christian livi By Charles G 


3.—“Come Ye Apart,” $1.50 


A text, a thought or two, a prayer—in a minute of time. Nugget 
messages from the consecrated pen of Dr. J. H. Jowett. 


4.—Trumbull Yearbook, 60 cents 


consisting of striking paragraphs from the pen of th 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advaace, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China, These rates include 


postage. 
$1 50 Five or more copies, either to 

° separate addresses or in a 
package, to one address, $1.50 each, per 


year. 
2 00 One copy, or any number of 
$ e copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, $8 
In recognition of the club organizer's 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Please be sure to state the old as well 
as the mew address whenever you request 
a change in your address. If in a club, 
please give name and address of your 
club organizer, and allow two full weeks 
for the change to be made. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced’ in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the following rate: 

One copy, one year, $2, and so cents ad- 
ditional for postage. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 
21 Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive 
yearly or half-yearly subscriptions at the 
above rate, the paper to be mailed direct from 
Philadelphia to the subscribers. Mr. Downie 
can also supply the other publications of The 
Sunday School Times Company. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
hevend the time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 

The Sunday School Times Ce., 
1631 Waleut Street, 
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Wilde’s 
Bible Pictures 


Our set of sixty pictures illustrating the In- 
ternational Improved Uniform Lessons for 
1921 is ready for distribution. If you have 
used them this present year, you know that 
they are the best and most attractive sup- 

lementary aid to the study of lessons that 
Sao ever been suggested. 

90 cents, postpaid 
Were rt Se Han 
Sead tos ten of more. 800 : . 
W.A. WILDE COMPANY 
120 Boylston Street, Boston, Mass. 
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En- 




















Premillennial, dispensational. evangelical. 
dorsed and contributed to by leading Bible teach- 
ers as Drs. 1. M.Haldeman,A.C.Gaebelein, W. B. 
Riley, A. C. Dixon, James M. Gray, and others. 
Published by Clarendon Baptist Church, Alcolu, 
S.C., Alfred F. Ham, Editor. Pifty cents a year. 
Subscribe now. ‘ 
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S. S:4LESSON ILLUSTRATOR" 


is only $1.00 for a whole — LESS THAN 
Doa’et fico Marlon Lawracce says: Bs c 
is no I like as well." Sample copy free. 

158 Fifth Avenue, New York. 4 


“OBJECTALKS” Short talks to boys and girls.illustra 
ted by familiar ohiects. 18“ OFF 
talks” $1. The Songalogue Co., Dept. Bayshore, +a 











Victorious Life Hymns, edited by 
Charles M. Alexander, is the ideal 
book, not only for Victorious Life meet- 
ings, but in Young People’s Societies, 
church prayer-meetings, the Sunday- 
school, Sunday preaching services, evan- 
gelistic services, and for almost every 
form of Christian gathering. It may 
be ordered from The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, at 60 cents a copy, or $55 





Andrew Murray’s Biography 


HE ‘many readers of Andrew Mur- 
= ray’s helpful books on the p avi en 
lif. be interested to hear that his 

phy has been written by the 

; ohn du Plessis, of 
Africa, “Thri 


a r of ce 
Through the Dark Continent.” In spite 
of the high cost of printing, the rela- 
tives of . Murray are anxious not 
to delay any longer with the publication 
of the volume, and it is to appear dur- 
ing the coming publishing season. It 
has been necessary, however, to pay a 
considerable sum of money toward the 
printing expenses, which will not be cov- 
ered by, the sale of the book. No doubt 
there dre many who have been led into 
a’ deeper spiritual experience through 
reading Dr, Murray’s who woul 
like to have a share in publishing this bi- 
ography. The Reverend Andrew C. Mur- 
ray,a nephew of Dr. Andrew Murray, and 
Mission Secretary of the Dutch Re- 
formed Church of South Africa, is at 
present in this country, and will be glad 
to give further information and to hear 
from any who are willing to assist in 
this matter. His address is 153 Institute 
Place, Chicago. 


The S. O. S. Cry of 
China’s Starving 
( Continued from page 750) 

Among the brief notes taken from 
the address of one of our missionaries 
were the following: “The situation is ap- 
alling” ; “a superhuman, stupendous task 
ies before us”; “something must be done 
immediately to save the lives of our 
Christians and others”; “it means for 
the time being the break up of. the 
church”; “absolute starvation practically 
everywhere’ ; “only a remnant of Chris- 
tians left.” uch time was spent in dis- 
cussing ways and means of relieving 
the terrible situation. Among varieus 
proposals were the following: 1. Special 
schools to be opened for young people. 
2. Orphanages, 3. Supplying seed wheat. 
4. Aid for boys and girls now in school, 
and for new pupils. 5. Assistance for 
evangelists. 6. Industrial schools. 7. 
Erection of mission buildings. 8. Irri- 
gation work. 9. Road building. 

The chief point urged, however,-was 
the desperate need for funds now— 
at once—to relieve those *who would 
otherwise die, and to buy seed wheat—for 
the time for sowing will soon be past. 
If the grain is not sown a harvest can 
not be reaped next June; but even sown 
now and reaped then it means nine 
months of feeding forty millions. The 
minimum amount one can allow per head 
to keep body and soul together is one 
dollar a month, It means therefore that 
hundreds of millions’ of- dollars must 
come in from outside sources during 
the next few months or multitudes must 
perish. Imagine the task of feeding or re- 
lieving a ulation as great as Canada’s 
multiplied by four! 

The Chinese are coming forward with 
large sums, Committees are being formed 
on which Chinese and foreigners will 
work together. The area is so great, 
the people so scattered, the situation so 
desperate, that the task of famine relief 
will be most difficult and dangerous. 
Hundreds of missionaries, converts, Gov- 
ernment officials, and others will be in 
imminent peril carrying on the relief 
work this winter; for death lurks every- 
where with famine fever, and typhus is 
always met in the wake of famine. 

Never has there been a more wonder- 
ful opportunity of showing to the Chi- 
nese people the reality of our Christian 
Message in its love and compassion. 

Reader, whoever you are, will you not 
help us, and send to the extent of really 
denying yourself something? 

“Give! as the morning that flows out of 
heaven, 

Give! as the waves when their channel is 

riven, 

Give! as the air, and the sunshine is given! 

Lavishly, utterly, carelessly, give. 


“Not the waste drops of thy cup over- 
flowing; 
Not the faint sparks from thy hearth ever- 
glowing, 
Not a pale bud from the June rose’s blowing, 
Give as He gave — that thou mayest live.” 


Ki Kuno Suan, Honan, CuHIna. 










Matthew, Mark, Luke, John 


wrote in their own way as the Spirit directed, 


You must parallel the 
accounts to get 
the full story. 


Riddle’s Outline Harmony of the Gospels 


does this for you — concisely, fully. 
Price, 15 cents, 


Tue Sunpay ScHoot Tmes Company 
1031 Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia 


Will You Pray for These 
New Movements? 


GEECIAL prayer is being asked by 
the Great Commission Prayer League 
of Chicago for three movements which 
give promise of much blessing. One 
of them ‘is the Watch Night Movement, 
of which The Sunday School Times has 
had no little to say in recent months, and 
which has enlisted thousands for prayer 
on New Year’s Eve for a revival in the 
church; and the other two movements 
are here referred to: 

The organization of the Chicago Fun- 
damentals Ministerial Union has been 
effected with an initial membership of 
approximately fifty, and every member 

lieving’ in and “looking for that 
blessed hope.” It is probably the first 
ministerial union of its kind in America. 
Many are praying that it may be the 
beginning of a movement which shall 
spread to every part of America and 
throughout the world, and that heaven- 
sent revival may accompany it and the 
entire Church of Jesus Christ be set on 
fire afresh. It is an answer to prayer, 
was itself born in prayer, and much o 
its every weekly meeting (each Monday 
afternoon) is given to prayer. It was 
organized during October, and is grow- 
ing both in spiritual power and in mem- 
bership. Almost every evangelical de- 
nomination is represented. The Rev. 
Paul Riley Allen, pastor of the North 
Shore Me oy tional Church, is presi- 
dent, and the Rev. R. J. Vaughn, pastor 
of—the ~ Bowmanville Congregational 
Church, 2478 Berwyn Avenue, Chicago, 
is secretary. Will you not pray that the 
spirit of wisdom and unity and interces- 
sion may characterize this new evangel- 
ical movement? 

Bill-board and Street-Car Evangelism: 
In Norfolk, Va., twelve large bill-boards 
have been erected to carry Gospel texts 
during an entire year, the text on each 
board to be changed every month. Sim- 
ilar efforts are under way in miany 
other places. Hundreds of bill-boards 
and street-cars are carrying the pure 
Word of God, and thousands of bill- 
boards are being dedicated to God for 
Gospel evangelism during a portion of 
1921. Will you not pray’ for the fulfil- 
ment of Jeremiah 33:3 in connection 
with this movement? 
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Seven Signs 
of the Times 


HAVE you studied the signs of 
the times in the light of God's 
Word? There isa clear little mes- 
in pamphlet form, making 

plain to the ordinary man the sig- 
nificance of the Jewish Sign to-day, 
the Gentile Government Sign to- 
day, the Jerusalem Sign to-day, and 
four other i in current events, 
which all tell an amazing and true 
story in relation to our ‘s Re- 
turn. The booklet is fascinating 
reading, both for those who know 
much and those-who know little of 
Bible prophecy. It is by the well- 
known Bible teacher Lewis Sperry 
Chafer, and is published at 20 cents, 
e Sunday .School 

1031 Walnut. Street, 





Your Study Bible 


By Joun Weaver Weppztt, D.D. 


A marvelously enriching series of Bible 
studies, reprinted from The Sunday 
School Times, giving wonderful unfold- 
ings of the message of the books, until 
the Bible has been searched out from 
Genesis to Revelation. Dr. Weddell says, 
“It is the fruit of my life work with the old 
Book — and I have stayed pretty close b 
the Word through these forty years.” 
Separate chapters for each book, with a 
description of the contents, special chap- 
ters, marked*texts and full marginal 
notes. Fully indexed, 184 pages, $1.00. 
Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia 











WISH it weren’t Sunday!” sighed 

avy, ~ 

“So do I!” echoed P ’ 

Grandmother True jooked up from 
the big book spread out upon her white 
apron, and smiled, “Isn’t it most time 
for a story?” she asked. Whereupon 
the two wings of her flowered chintz 
chair were hastily occupied, and little 
hands began smoothing her goldie-silver 
hair. “To make the story come faster,” 
Grandmother True said. 

“There was a little boy in this story, 
and he was your Grandfather True. His 
father was a missionary preacher, who 
believed that God called him to leave 
iis Eastern home and start out to the 

est with a party of pioneers, and 
build a little church there. It was the 
longest train that ever came over the 
come, No, not a train of cars, Davy, 

ut a train of big wagons, all drawn by 
great slow oxen, 

“Of course all the people in the train 
were eager to get settled in their new 
home. It would take them months to 
make the journey, at best, and-no one 
wanted winter to catch them in the 
mountains beyond the plains. The heavy, 
ng wagons were uncomfortable, and 
they had to be on the lookout for In- 
dians, who were not very friendly to 
the white men at that time, and were 
one to be hiding anywhere along the 
roa 

“So, one Sunday, when the whole train 
stopped as usual to give.the oxen their 
seventh-day rest and to hold a little ser- 
vice, some of the men came to Great- 
grandfather True and asked to have a 
talk. They explained that there were 
a great many in the company. who felt 
that they ought not to take out a whole 
day every week just.to rest and worship. 
They had figured that by taking out the 





¥ | but the other 


Sundays they would lose nearly a month 
| before the long journey was ended. The 
provisions might not last, the Indians 
might come, the winter would overtake 
them —in short, nearly every one felt 
that they should keep going every day. 
“Great-grandfather True _ listened 
quietly, ‘I am sorry you feel this way,’ 
he replied, ‘but we will take a vote, and 
| those who wish to go on, of course must 
not be held back.” It was found that three- 
fourths of the party were determined to 
fo. They all loved Great-grandfather 
rue and those left behind, and many 
were in tears at the separation. It was 
decided that those who went ahead 
should drop notes along the way if there 
was dariger from the Indians. 

“And sure enough, it wasn’t very long 
before the: smalier company began to 
find notes tied to — along the way 
— ‘Indians! Bewarel’ At every . note 
they trembled and prayed and armed 
themselves, but kept on their way. Only 
on Sundays they stopped to rest the 
oxen and to yg bad ' 

“But didn’t the Indians fight them?” 
asked Davy anxiously. 

“If you'll believe it, not once!” replied 
Grandmother True. “To be sure, just 
as the little band came at last to a 
mountain pass, there in the distance they 
saw a group of horsemen riding toward 
them in great haste. 

“*The Indians! To arms!’ ‘shouted 
some one, and every one, even the wo- 
men, manned a nm. » But’ what was 
their relief to find only a band of sol- 
diers, who had come to meet them and 
escort them through the dangerous lurk- 
ing places of the red men. 

“On they went, and finally, just as 
they came to the last ridge of the moun- 
tains, what should they see, just ahead, 
art of their train, creep- 
ing slowly, slowly along the winding 
trail. They could hardly believe their 
eyes, for they had supposed them safely 
arrived in th i 
by this time. 
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With gargles or sprays it is impossible to 
‘keep a sore throat under anything like continu- 
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A book of comfort and encouragement that 
will help, because the author “‘understands”’ 


When the Days Seem Dark 


By PHILIP E. HOWARD 


D° THEY ever seem so to you? Are theyreally dark? And what is the answer that 
our lives are to give to the often perplexing and intricate personal problems of these 
tangled days? How are we to meet the crises, the changing circumstances, the heavy 
m body, mind, and spirit, that crowd upon us? This book faces such questions 
squarely, and its conclusions are rich in comfort and abiding cheer. 


$1.25, postpaid 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 


1031 Walnut Street, Phila. 








oxen. ‘It is too hard for them,’ he said. 
‘It will take longer, but we will go round 
the mountain.’ -And take longer it, Mid. 
They were all so glad to find them iyss 
at last, safe and sound, with: the; 

in fine. condition, in the “first camr of 
their new home, 

“But where were the others? 

“All at ‘once, looking back, they saw 
them coming slowly down the mountain- 
side! It was night when they at last 
came up, the tail end of the procession 
after all! Such forlorn, scraggly-look- 
ing oxen you never saw. The children 
were crying with hunger, for, in climb- 
ing the steep trail, the end of their pro- 
vision wagon had fallen out, the boxes 
burst open, and nearly all the remaining 
provisions were lost. Oh, so happy were 
to find that Great-grandfather 
True had food and to spare. And oh, 


“Great-grandfather True looked at. the ' what wonderful tales each party had to 


tell the other! 


“Next. day was Sunday, and though 
there was so much to be done, what do 
you think that,the captain of the larger 
company said? 2 

“He said, “We will all rest with you 
to-day, and hold a thanksgiving service 
to the good God. We think that there 
must be something in keeping Sunday, 
after all!’” 

“Grandmother,” said Davy thought- 
fully, when the story was done, “I think 
Sunday is.a pretty good day, don’t you? 
I’m glad Great-grandfather True brought 
it way out here.” 

Grandmother smiled, as little Peggy 
chimed in, “Me, too!” 


BEAVERTON, ORE. 
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Shall’ we not pray 
. may be as _universa! gs 
e prayer objects indica 
ey are among those suawerted by: 
Alliance, which declares that. 
tress a nations is even”. 
beg the war was 


ieding i in te rg oath 5 
jars re for world- acy prayer 


fellowship; confident. 
oe love and serve ; will bé 
fulfil ‘our petitions.” : 


January 3 to 9 


Mon.—Matthew 18 ; 21-27. 
A Story about Forgiveness. 

Seven may seem many times to), the 
average Christian to fongive an errin, 
brother, but “seven times. in a day” 
(Luke 17: 4)gomay, “until seventy times 
seven “Phis requires ‘love, The coun- 
terfeit article goes to pieces. See God’s 
full standard in Ephesians 4: 30-32. 

ConFEession oF Sin: In seeking to 
solve world evils by. material rather than 
by spiritual means; in continuing strife 
and divisions in the body of Christ; in 
viewing indifferently the Church's back- 
shidden condition. Pray for all men, but 
especially for the household of faith, 


Tues.—Matthew 16 : 28-35. 
An Unforgiving Spirit. 

Ten thousand talents (silver),-.per- 
haps $10,000,000, “forgave all”; an hun- 
dred pence, about $16 (about one mil- 
lionth), “would not forgive.” Is this lat- 
ter-the picture of any child of Ged? 
Unwilling to forgive another an infin- 
itesimal part of the infinity which “God 
for Christ's sake hath forgiven you”? 
(Eph. 4: 32.) 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for sanity 
in the body of Christ; that stwmbling- 
blocks.be removed, thai ancient churches 
be  tiluminated, and that the Serip- 
ture teachings concerning Christ's: re- 
turn be revived, 


| -Wed.—Luke 15 ; 10-19. 


Repentance and Forgiveness. 


During. all the timé.that the younger 
son .was riotously wasting his father’s 
substance’.(for in reality it was jhis 
father’s rather than his own), his father 
had a forgiving spirit toward him, but 
it took repentance (a change of mind) 
to avail himself of that forgiveness, as 
it does also of our part toward. God. 


Prayer Succestions:: Pray fer all 
sovereigns and heads of states; all leg- 
isletive assemblies; all unions of em- 
ployers and ‘employed ; all: public servants, 
that they may discharge their duties as 
a trust from God. Pray for deliverance 
from national evils. 

Thurs.—Luke . 15 : 20-24. 
A Father Forgives his Boy. 

There was no ulterior motive ig. that 
boy’s confession. It was genuitie, ac- 
companied’ by -utte® self-abasement... “If 
ye then being evil,” deat erring parents, 
“know how” to forgive and reinstate 
your repentant’ child, how ‘much. more 
shall your heavenly Father forgive and 
‘reinstate you! (See Luke 11:13; Psalm 
51; #2, 17.) 


Praver Succestions: Pray that the 


| SunPéalm $1 : 10-19. 





Eworkers oinong © 
' home mission and missionary 
Pray - for more evangelistic 
po aud. teaching. © * 


A Prayer Tor. Forgiveness. 


Guilty of the worst sins, even adultery 
and murder; but David’confessed. Have 
your . Not ‘guilty, you say? Are you. 
sure, except you have made confession? 

Read Matthew 5:28; 5:21, 227 1 Jolin 

715. A filthy heart is as heinous in 
Gods sight as a filthy act. Oh, the 
heart-broken confessions that need to be 
made; and the windows. of heaven that 
would be opened thereby! 

THANKSGIVING: For the growing 
spirit ~ unity, the deepening sense of 
need. of revival, the increasing recog- 
nition of the responsibility of steward- 
ship, the widespread response to vari- 
ous calls to intercession, the absolute | 
infallibility of God's every promise, the 
certainty of blessing when the conditions | 
are met, 


CHINESE DIAMONDS | 


FOR THE 
KING OF KINGS 
: By Mrs. JonaTHan GororTH 
A Noteworthy Review by Toronto’s Leading Neispaper 


Chinese Tife has been presented to the ©. 
ciara ty cxcchetadtions | 
residents in the large cities, - . . but there is not | 














in existence such a series of telling personal ine | 


stances as. Mrs: Goforth has given to us in this 
i A oo were ie pri- 
m. answer the questions, “* Isstons 
Pay? and “Are. there any real Christians in 

2” The presentation is in most readable 
form; and the facts narrated of undoubted value. 
. « » We are-indebtéd to Mrs. Goforth for a 
series of instances ‘as convincing as any told by 
Harold Begbie in “ Twice-Born, Men.” These | 
are not the outcome’ of generations of Christian 
development; for China‘has no long Christian his-' 
tory. are miracles of grace ..4 . « 


14. CHAPTERS, SOME TITLES OF WHICH ARE: 


* Testing God,” General,” ‘The, Blind 
Fane Wafaace,” “Our Convert,”and 
See Cat iiikas Tae wel ey cence boned 
and the price not excessive. One Dollar, Postpaid | 


—* The Globe,” Toronto, Dec.4, 1920. 
EVANGELICAL PUBLISHERS. 


Incorporated 
Publishers, Importers and Distributors of Sound 
Christian Literature. 


858 COLLEGE ST. TORONTO, CANADA 





In ovdering goods, or in making inguiry con- 
ce anything advertised in this paper, you 
wil oblige the publishers, as well as théadver- 
tiser, by stating that you saw the advertisement 
in The Sunday School Times. 
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Reavy Prinrep for church or Sunday Schools. 
ndays are numbered 1 to 52. NOT DATED. En- 


Ivelopes good tilkused. No Loss. A pledge card 


and a calendar chart for checking the aeabers 
with each carton.. The new Treasurer's Loose 
Leaf Record book.. Samples and literature PREB. 
Ask for new catalog of 5.5. and church supplies. 


WM. H. DIETZ, 20 E. Randolph Street, CHICAGO. 














PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards, Collection Plates, etc. 











(Dept. 9), 586 W. 27th St., New York City. 














Mission of 


the Church ? 


What is it? Youmay 
read the answer in 


The Two. Advents of Christ 


By ELLA E. POHLE 
Formerly Secretary to Dr. C. 1. Scofield 


This is. one of : five 
very rich dispensa- 
tional charts, com- 
pactly arranged and 
Suitable for study 
purposes, 


Price, 15 cents for each chart 


Tue SuNDAY ScHoon Times Co., 
1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 



































